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In Luce Tua 
Comment on the Significant News by the Editors 
Power and Growth 
In the campaign which is now drawing to a close both 
of the presidential candidates have agreed on two 
points: l. that the United States must remain on top 
in the world power struggle and 2. that our national 
economy must continue to expand if we are to provide 
jobs for the 26,000,000 new workers who will be enter-
ing the job market during the Sixties. 
We agree with both of these objectives. We wish, 
though, that the candidates had suggested something 
more imaginative than the usual stock devices for their 
attainment. We have been given statistics when our 
need is for a vision . We have been promised a speed-
up along the same old nowhere-leading road when it 
must be evident to all but the purblind that we need 
to find a better road. 
No sane person will deny the necessity of our main-
taining sufficient military strength to deter aggression 
and to retaliate with crushing power if we should be 
attacked. But this kind of strength, necessary as it is, 
can win us nothing better than a stalemate in the world 
power struggle. There are those who say that a stand-
off is the best we can hope for in our generation and 
that we should be satisfied with mere survival. We will 
not buy such counsels of despair. Mere survival is 
not enough and there is no reason why we should settle 
for an armed truce until we have had· a try at some-
thing better. 
We would like to suggest that there is a way ol 
tying in a realistic program of economic growth with 
the challenge of the world power situation. The "prob-
lem" of surplus industrial and agricultural production 
and the prospect that growing automation will soon 
confront us with a surplus of labor all seem to point 
in the same direction: toward the capacity of our coun-
try to produce far more than it needs or can use. And 
that, in turn, raises ~he question of what to do with 
this excess production. 
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Our solutions up to this point have been makeshifts, 
economically wasteful and mora lly indefensible. We 
have stored agricultural surpluses and let them rot, 
withdrawn land from cultivation and paid farmers 
for not producing. We have kept manufactured goods 
moving by cheapening their quality (but not their 
price), by whip'ping up fads and speeding up the pendu-
lum of style changes, by playing to a Keeping-up-with-
the-Joneses mentality, and by saddling our people with 
a burden of consumer debt that has literally driven 
some of its victims to suicide. We have attempted to 
keep the level of employment steady by shortening the 
work week and raising hourly wages, by using our 
schools as dams to control the flow of young people into 
the job market, and by institutionalizing various forms 
of feather-bedding. 
And all this in a world which is desperately poor, but 
which might be lifted out of its poverty if we could see 
the whole of what President Eisenhower has called "the 
commonwealth of humanity" as We, rather than They, 
as men and women like ourselves whose importunity 
is our opportunity. And if this seems · to some too 
idealistic a way of looking at it, there is a way of looking 
at it in a coldly selfish way: we must produce more if 
we hope to achieve and maintain this 5% rate of annual 
economic growth that the politicians have been talking 
about, the growth which will provide jobs for the young-
sters who are now in our schools and for those already 
in the job market who are threatened with redundancy 
caused by automation. If we must produce to grow, 
why then let us produce and give away what we can not 
use ourselves. It costs no more to give food away than 
it costs to store it in a bin somewhere in the Midwest, 
and it might just be that some of the uncomitted na-
tions might find it easier to make a commitment if they 
felt they had a choice between better alternatives than 
the Communist Dracula and the capitalist Shylock. 
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The Double Standard 
One of the most persistent and pernicious of all falla-
cies is the notion that prosperity is some kind of fund 
from which individuals or classes or nations can draw 
only at the expense of diminishing the shares of other 
individuals and classes and nations in that fund. This 
is the fallacy that underlies many so-called Share-the-
Wealth schemes and that still dominates the thinking 
of those who see labor, capital, management, and the 
consumer as competitors whose mutually-conflicting in-
terests pose constant threats to each other's well-being. 
In practice, we as a people rejected this notion long 
ago. It has been our experience that what is really good 
for labor is good for capital, and vice-versa, and that 
the way to get more\ out of the economy in the way of 
profits is to put more into it in terms of investment antl 
ingenuity and effort. 
But ·the fallacy which we long ago rejected as the basis 
for the ordering of our domestic economy continues to 
dominate our approach to the problems of the world 
economy. It is good business to invest money in the 
development of some depressed or underdeveloped re· 
gion of our own country; it is a "give-away" to invest 
money in the development of an underdeveloped region 
in Africa or Asia or Latin America. It is intelligent 
long-range planning to create new markets among eco-
nomically depressed groups in our own country; it is 
"do-goodism" to try the same thing abroad. We ap-
plaud the foresight of the Founding Fathers who gave 
us a national market by providing for the free move-
ment of trade across state lines; we hurl charges of 
recklessness and irresponsibility at those who would 
give us an international market by removing the bar-
riers to free trade across international boundaries. We 
give bonuses to workers in our own factories who come 
up with workable suggestions for reducing production 
CO!>ts; we try by every means to keep the products of low-
cdst foreign industry from reaching our markets. 
This doesn't make sense. The editors of this maga-
zine happen to believe in the vigor and viability of the 
kiind of economy which we have developed in this 
country and we have no doubt that/ it can hold its 
own in open competition. As we 1 understand our 
economy, its profits derive from production for use, 
nbt from non-production or from production for storage. 
It seems to us that our economy has literally "busted 
its britches," that it has gotten too big for one country. 
Economically, it seems to us that our new frontier lies 
beyond our national boundaries, in all those parts of 
the world where there is a p~nt-up demand waiting to 
explode if someone will only light the fuse. But this 
wretched hankering after sakty and security has dulled 
our appetite for risk and adventure - and without these 
our system can neither keep pace with our own needs 
nor provoke ·the emulation of other countries. 
The Age of the Boor 
A century ago, the well-bred gentlemen who occupied 
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the thrones and the chancellories of civilized states 
communicated with each other by means of notes which 
were models of politeness, elegance, and rhetoric, even 
when, as sometimes happened, the notes contained a 
declaration of war. Even the maddest of the Romanoffs 
had enough manners not to interrupt the remarks of 
another head of government, and the cruelest Lalin 
American tyrant kept a clean shirt and tie on hand for 
appearances at international conferences. 
There was often precious little courtesy behind the 
politeness of the well-bred gentlemen of a century ago, 
and the young men who died in wars initiated by ele-
gant notes are quite as dead as those who fell· in the 
sneak attacks of our own century. But good manners 
do have a softening effect and it may be more than a 
co~ncidence that the nineteenth century, which set such 
store by the forms of politesse, was also a remarkably 
peaceful century. 
Our century, the century of the common man, is 
more than anything else the age of the boor. We have 
found civilization, with all of its artificial niceties, too 
great a burden to be borne and have drifted into "doing 
what comesnaturally." And so we are amused more 
than we are shocked by Chairman Khrushchev's desk-
thumping at the United Nations and we find Premier 
Castro's chicken plucking in a New York hotel room 
rather "cute." 
There is such a thing as snobbery, and it is an offense 
to God and man. But the observance of certain mini-
mal decencies - the wearing of one's Sunday best to 
church, the deference due to old age and to seniority in 
rank, the civility of gentleman to lady, the marks of 
respect which the citizen shows to his elected officials 
and representatives - these are not the marks of snob-
bery but of that self-respect which lies at the heart of 
any real respect for other people. 
The Western world is fortunate, at the moment, to be 
represented by men who comport themselves with dig-
nity and restraint: President E-isenhower, Prime Minis-
ter MacMillan, President deGaulle, and Chancellor 
Adenauer. This is true also of the leaders of many of 
the Afro-Asian nations: Prime Minister Nehru, Presi-
dent Ayub, Emperor Haile Selassie, President Tubman, 
King Mohammed V, and President Bourguiba. It 
would be well if the press, the citizenry, and the official 
spokesmen of the non-Communist world imitated the 
good manners of these leaders. There might then be 
some possibility of a civilized discussion of our differ-
ences, rather than this shrewish exchange of recrimina-
tions. 
Move the U.N.? 
One one point, at least, a number of responsible West-
ern spokesmen are inclined to agree with Chairman 
Khrushchev: th~t the growing bitterness in the rela-
tions between the United States and the U.S.S.R. makes 
New York City an unsatisfactory site for the head-
quarters of the United Nations. It has been proposed 
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that the U.N. relocate its headquarters in some neutral 
place, perhaps Switzerland. 
There seems to be much merit in this proposal. It is 
understandable that the many refugees from Commu-
nist tryanny who have settled in New York should want 
to vent their feelings when the symbols of that tyranny 
come to this country but if the United Nations is to 
serve the purpose for which it was designed any head of 
state should be free to attend its sessions without hav-
ing to move about with an armed escort. This is obvi-
ously impossible in New York City where there are not 
only large concentrations of refugees but also a number 
of self-consciously patriotic organizations which appar-
ently think that the Cold War can be won by catcalls, 
boos, and other manifestations of boorish manners. 
The Swiss have a certain talent for concealing their 
feelings and playing the part of the perfect host, what-
ever the occasion and whoever the participants. It is 
perhaps a bit much to expect quite so much sang-froid 
of us or of any nation which has been exposed as we 
have been to the continual provocations of the Soviet 
leaders. So, for once let us second Chairman Khrush-
chev's motion and see if we can't relocate the U.N. 
some place where the atmosphere will be a bit more 
conducive to calm discussion. 
Golden Anniversary 
A long-time friend of The Cresset is celebrating the 
fiftieth anniversary of one of its projects this month 
and we hope to be among the first to offer congratula-
tions. 
Fifty years ago, in 1910, the Walther League came 
up with a new idea for raising funds for the tubercu-
losis sanitorium which it had built in Wheat Ridge, 
Colorado. It had some little stamps printed up and 
. sold them at Christmas time through its chapters all over 
North America. Before long, all sorts of organizations 
and causes borrowed the idea and today there are "seals" 
of one kind or another for practically every sacred and 
secular holiday. But if our researchers are right, the 
Wheat Ridge seal was the original "Christmas seal." 
These little seals have done a remarkable lot of good 
in the past half century. For many years they were 
the prime source of funds for the Wheat Ridge Sana-
torium. They still are, but the sanatorium is only one 
of several programs presently operated by the Wheat 
Ridge Foundation. The foundation also supports a 
program of tuberculosis treatment through foreign mis-
sions, a scholarship and training program for Lutheran 
social workers, and a number of pilot projects in the 
area of social welfare. 
In the days when we were a publication of the 
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Walther League there was quite an overlap of personnel 
between The Cresset and the Wheat Ridge office. To-
day we share quarters in the same building with the 
social service committee of the Wheat Ridge Foundation. 
So we know what these seals have done and are doing. 
It is a work which is very close to the central mission 
of the Church and we hope that it will receive the 
generous support which it deserves. 
A Service to Education 
While we are in a congratulatory mood there are a 
few things that ought to be said about the "Special Pro-
gram in Education" which was announced last month 
by the Ford Foundation. 
One of the criticisms of foundation grants to colleges 
and universities in the· past has been that they encour-
aged the development of specialized (and perhaps un-
necessary) projects and programs, without going to the 
heart of the financial problem with which most private 
institutions have been wrestling: the financing of day-
by-day operational expenses. It has not been too diffi-
cult to find funds for special research projects or for 
some new m{!chanical monster for the laboratory but 
it has taken a great deal of doing to persuade people to 
pitch in to help pay the light bill and the wages of the 
maintenance staff. Institutional deficits tended to ac-
cumulate, therefore, in the operations budgets rather 
than in the budgets for capital expenditures. 
This latest grant of the Foundation is an unrestricted 
gift to five universities - Denver, Notre Dame, Vander-
bilt, Johns Hopkins, and Stanford - on a matching 
basis. The institutions involved will be required to 
raise something like two dollars for every dollar they 
receive from the Foundation and this money must be 
"new money," that is, funds from sources other than 
foundations or the Govemment. The idea, of course, is 
to prime the pump of private gifts toward operations 
budgets. 
This is not the first time a foundation has made a 
gift of this sort; the Lilly Endowment, Inc., has made 
some very generous gifts of this kind to colleges and 
universities in Indiana. But the size of the grant -
a total of forty-six million dollars - dramatizes the im-
portance which the Foundation attaches to this kind of 
giving. And th'is is a real contribution to American 
higher education. For unless there is a notable increase 
in unrestricted gifts to pr\vate and church-related col-
leges and universities, these institutions have only two 
alternatives: either to close their doors or to keep rais-
ing tuition until finally only the wealthy can afford 




Morning After Thoughts 
--------------8 Y A L F R E D R. L 0 0 M A N1-------
On the morning of November 9th, one of two men 
will awaken, and, remembering the news furnished bv 
his campaign headquarters late the night before, h~ 
will say to himself, ''I'm in. I'm President-elect of the 
United States." Lying there with his head cupped in 
his hands, what thoughts will cross the mind of our 
next 'President? Quite possibly, they will go something 
like this: 
"A few weeks ago when the strain of the campaign 
was getting tougher to take, I was ready to quit. But 
it's worth it, now that I'm elected. It's hard o believe 
that all those people voted for me. It feels good to be 
loved by millions of men and women in every state in 
the Un~on. But it sure is difficult to realize that I am 
now top man in the United States, the greatest country 
the world has even known. 
"Come to think about it, I'm also about to become 
the leader of the western world. Millions of people in 
foreign lands will be looking to me for leadership and 
material help, and, I suppose, most of them will like 
and respect me. Pn the other hand, over half of 
trhe people in the world must either hate or distrust me 
this morning without even knowing me. That hardly 
seems fair. But I guess I knew what was coming. 
"Now what do I have to do first? Well, there are 
those impossible appointments to make. I told the 
voters that I had made no commitments to anyone for 
a job, calrinet or otherwise, but I didn't mention that 
my aides had made some fairly firm promises. I had to 
let them do it in order to carry those key states. In the 
case of some of those jobs, we promised more than one 
person, so I'll be making enemies right from the start. 
Making enemies never seemed to bothe.r .F.D.R.; I won-
der how he could ignore enmities and criticism. 
"I do have to form some kind of foreign policy im-
mediately as I promised the voters. I wonder what sort 
of statement I should make now? Perhaps I should 
state my views on the Congo. No, that had better wait 
until I can understand what's going on there myself. 
The Algerian situation is more remote and might be 
safer to talk about at this stage. No, there's no point in 
upsetting DeGaulle this early. Perhaps I should make 
some statement on Castro. But first, I should check 
and see if I got any of the pro-Castro votes in New 
York. I can always say a word about Russia or Red 
China, but there's no point in tipping my hand on that, 
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and I can't think of anything new to say anyway. It 
might be well to say nothing for a few weeks. 
"But the press will be after me, so perhaps I should 
make some pronouncement on the Department of De· 
fense. After all, I've had Navy duty and understand 
the military. Now let's see. What balance should there 
be between missiles and manpower? They didn't have 
missiles when I was in the Navy, so I had better talk to 
my advisors first. They are going to be pestering me 
with that Defense budget soon enough. I hope they 
don't send <my Admirals over to defend their expendi-
tures. It always made me nervous to be in the presence 
of Admirals d'uring World War II. 
"The press isn't going to let me alone and I liked 
that during the campaign, but I wish they would give 
me some peace now. I wonder how my family will take 
these four years in the limelight. We're not going to 
have much of a home life, that's sure. We can't in-
vite friends over without the whole world knowing. In-
formal clothes will be out and there will be no more 
cooking on the outdoor fireplace. 
"But the cheers of the crowds from now on should 
make me feel better. And in two short months I'll be 
riding down Pennsylvania Avenue to be sworn in as the 
35th President of the United States. I wonder how I 
will know whether the people are applauding Ike or me. 
And there's that inaugural address to. write. My speech 
writers seem to have run out of ideas in recent weeks, 
and I will be expected to say something different. What 
else can I say about the challenges facing America? I 
wish I knew hQW Lincoln did it. 
"Then there's that speech before Congress. How will 
they react to it and to me? How much of my program 
are they going to put through? They know me over 
there. We had problems in the Senate and they seemed 
large at the time, but now they look small in compari-
son with what I'm facing. Our decisions were group 
decisions, but from now on I have to make my own 
decisions and take the credit or blame. That was a 
good group of men in the Senate and I liked the clubby 
atmosphere. Now that I look back on it, why did I 
ever want to run for a different office, when the Senate 
was such a good place to work? 
"Perhaps if I could sleep for another hour, things 
might look brighter when I wake up again." 
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Whither the Baptismal Sponsor? 
BY JAMES c. CROSS 
Social Welfare Consultant 
Texas District of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
"It also behooves you as sponsors, while confessing in 
this sacred act the faith of the Christian Church in the 
Triune God, in whose name this child is to be baptized, 
to bear witness publicly in the child's stead that by Holy 
Baptism as a means of grace he obtains and possesses 
the saving faith in the one true God, and renounces the 
devil and his wicked works. Moreover, after this child 
has been baptized, you should at all times remember 
him in your prayers, put him in mind of his Baptism, 
and, as much as in you lies, lend your counsel and aid 
(especially if he should lose his pa1·ents), that he may be 
bmught up in the true ·knowledge and fear of God, 
according to the teachings of the Lutheran Church, and 
faithfully keep the baptismal covenant, unto the end. 
This, then, you intend gladly and willingly to do?" 
Most of us will no doubt immediately recognize the 
above quotation as an important part of the form for 
the Baptism of Infants. Certainly also, Lutherans have 
always viewed the use of baptismal sponsors as an im-
portant and God-pleasing tradition, while at the same 
time recognizing (perhaps to a lesser extent) that there 
is no precise Scriptural basis for the office of the spon-
sor. The purpose of this brief essay is to review the 
origins and purposes of the baptismal sponsor, and to 
consider the extent to which the office has meaning and 
validity in our present culture. 
The few remaining documents available to us from 
those distant centuries tend to indicate that the office 
of the baptismal sponsor began in the 8th or 9th century 
A.D. While its creation did not stem exclusively from 
"this world" considerations, it seems fair to say that 
the circumstances of human life prevailing at that time 
played a very major part in creating the role of baptis-
mal sponsors. Life was indeed very cheap during those 
centuries and several of those which followed. It tended 
to be the exception rather than the rule that a child 
could remain under the care of both his parents 
throughout his formative and dependent years. Almost 
constant warfare, the ravages of frequent continent-wide 
epidemics, and the lack of anything even remotely re-
sembling adequate medical services together accounted 
for the loss of one and often both of a child's parents 
when he was yet of a very tender age. Perhaps some 
statistics can help us grasp somewhat more clearly the 
extent to which this problem was of immediate and 
pressing concern to the pre-medieval and medieval 
Christian parent. Even as recently as the year 1800 in 
our own nation, the .average adult had a life expectancy 
of only thirty-six years. While of course no similar data 
, are available to us regarding life expectancies in Europe 
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in the middle centuries, there tends to be rather uni-
versal agreement between the sociologist and the his-
torian that the average life span probably did not ex-
ceed thirty years. When we consider this together with 
frequent loss of the mother during the process of child-
birth, we can begin to appreciate how conscientious 
Christian parents of that era would inevitably seek 
some type of social and spiritual insurance on behalf 
of their children. 
Another important factor which cannot be overlooked 
is the framework of law that obtained in the Europe of 
the 8th and 9th centuries; or to state it more accurately, 
the lack of it. Legal adoption did not exist; and even 
if it had, the economic realities of that day would have 
prevented the absorption of orphaned children into. 
existing family units. Wills were unheard of; there 
was no legal provision for either the guardianship of the 
estate or the person of the parentless child; and unlike 
our modern society, the state did not subsidize the care 
of dependent children who were in the custody of their 
surviving parent, relatives, or the Church. 
Also, contrary to popular assumption, the provision 
by the Church for the care of such children was inade-
quate to the task, especially from the quantitative stand-
point. By and large, the young orphaned child had 
to eke out his own existence either through the de-
vice of begging or by indenturing himself under gross-
ly unfavorable terms to members of the nobility and 
the guilds. 
Therefore, for reasons which cannot be separated 
neatly into spiritual and human considerations, both 
the Church and the Christian parents of that era earnest-
ly sought an answer to their dilemma. The "solution," 
as it were, was the office of the baptismal sponsor. From 
all that we can ascertain from subsequent history, it was 
without doubt the best solution that could have been 
effected; indeed, the only solution possible in those try-
ing times. Its worth was demonstrated consistently 
throughout the turmoil of the Reformation, when Chris-
tian parents had the added anxiety of making certain 
that, in the event of their death, their children would 
find and retain communion with the "one Holy Chris-
tian and Apostolic Church" as rediscovered by Martin 
Luther. 
Things Have Changed 
But let us return for the moment to the Baptism of 
Infants form, which we have inherited largely un-
changed from medieval times. In ~~ era during which 
it was instituted, and for several t;enturies which fol-
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lowed, great stress was placed on the "counsel and aid" 
responsibilities of the sponsor. In fact, the re(l$ons listed 
above which led to the creation of the office made this 
stress imperative; for it to be otherwise would have 
been inconsistent and contradictory. Consequently, 
Christian parents evaluated the merits and capabilities 
of potential sponsors extremely carefully, and they at-
tempted to use only those individuals who seemingly 
would be in a position to assume not only spiritual 
responsibility but also and especially the responsibility 
of physical care and custody of their children. Cer-
tainly it is true that both of these conditions were not 
always met; but they were always sought after. 
On the whole, the reasons (exclusively of purely spirit-
ual considerations) which led the medieval parent to 
develop the office of baptismal sponsor for his child no 
longer obtain in our present Western civilizations; and 
the few. "this world" considerations which may at first 
glance seem to be relevant are, after studied considera-
tion, found to be wanting. For purposes of discussion, 
we will for the moment exclude the responsibility of 
prayer from the function of the sponsor. 
The 20th-Century Christian parent, especially those 
of American citizenship, does not generally suffer from 
physical want, economic insecurity, and particularly 
from the threat andjor reality of early death before his 
children have attained their maturity. This is not to 
say that he is without anxieties about his earthly future 
and that of his family, but rather that such anxieties 
are, relatively speaking, without basis in fact as com-
pared to the lot of parents of previous generations. He 
also tends to rest comfortably in the assurance that 
should he experience a "premature" death, the numer-
ous agencies of the Church and State would to some 
extent at least fulfill the parental role which he had 
been forced to vacate. In brief, the earthly imperatives 
which led the medieval Christian parent to desire bap-
tismal sponsors for his child no longer dominate the 
thinking of his 20th-Century counterpart, at least to the 
same degree. Consistent with this, it would appear only 
logical to say that neither the Church nor the sponsors 
themselves give the same weight to the earthly con-
siderations as they formerly did, since their stress on 
this facet of the total sponsor responsibilities must al-
ways reflect the relative priorities which .the parent at-
taches to the office. Certainly the above hypothesis is 
open to question - that the "counsel and aid" responsi-
bilities have less significance than previously. But the 
fact that these responsibilities are presently minimized 
and seldom assumed is without question. During the 
past eight years, the writer has been involved in the 
consideration of over ten thousand children who for 
such reasons as parental marital difficulty, parental 
mental illness, desertion, etc., had been referred to Lu-
theran welfare· agencies for possible foster care. In not 
one single case did th/ baptismal sponsors of such chil-
dren , ever come forward to lend their counsel and aid; 
no, not one. Nor has the experience of other case-
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workers in the employ of Lutheran welfare agencies 
throughout the country differed at all from that of the 
writer in this respect. Contrary to popular assumption, 
the families of these children were not "shirt-tail Lu-
therans"; on the whole, these families were at least in 
terms of outward appearances in close communion with 
their Church and their Savior. It seems, therefore, 
valid to assume that they used at least the same care 
and wisdom in the selection of the sponsors for their 
children as have the average Lutheran Christians of our 
day. 
This cannot and should not be viewed as an indict-
ment of the office of the sponsor in itself. In the writ-
er's opinion, the majority of sponsors are faithful in 
carrying out their responsibilities to the extent expected 
of them. Whether by conscious intent, innuendo, ina-
dequate emphasis, or lack of interpretation on the part 
of the pastors performing the baptism and on the part 
of the parents of the children concerned, the spon-
sors have been offered a "revised standard version" of 
their charge, and it is this that they_ have accepted. The 
sponsors' pledge in effect has become this, "that you 
should at aU times remember him in your prayers, 
through prayer put him in mind of his baptism, and, 
as much as in you lies, through prayer lend your coun-
sel and aid (especially if he should lose his parents) ... " 
The Need Still Exists 
Since it appears that Christian parents and sponsors 
look upon the function of the sponsor increasingly as 
one solely involving a prayerful concern and interces· 
sion on behalf of a child, let us now examine the validi-
ty of the contraction of the office to "spiritual only" 
responsibilities. The vast majority of parents and 
sponsors unfortunately assume without basis in fact that 
Lutheran orphans will readily find their way to a child 
care setting, whether institutional or foster family, 
which will be conducive to their being "brought up in 
the true knowledge and fear of God ... " Such an as-
sumption is especially true in the states in which there 
are Lutheran welfare agencies offering services to 
children. But this hypothesis is almost totally without 
foundation. 
Only about 25% of the states include in their child 
welfare laws a statute of "religious eligibility," for lack 
of a better term. Such statutes require that a child of 
a particular faith must first be made known to the child 
care facilities of his own faith for placement considera· 
tion before any other alternative arrangements can be 
made for his care. Even in those states having such a 
law, the loopholes are legion and often nullify the in-
tent of the statute. For one thing, "emergency" con-
siderations are always granted precedence over religious 
affiliation; for example, if a Roman Catholic agency 
has a vacancy one day in advance of a Lutheran agency, 
the Lutheran child would . be sent to the Roman Cath-
olic agency, all other things being equal. This, to-
gether with the unpleasant reality that most Lutheran 
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agencies, due to lack of adequate finances and personnel, 
are unable to meet the total needs of their church bodv 
in the care of dependent children, in many cases make~ 
even ~he exceptional "religious eligibility" statutes null 
and void. 
At least on an unconscious basis, many Christian 
parents assume that in the probating of their last wills 
and testaments (if indeed they have carried their plan-
ning this far), the courts will give serious and ample 
consideration to the welfare of their children in the 
appointment of a guardian of the person. Except in 
very rare cases, this aS6umption is almost totally with-
out foundation. The writer has been a participant in 
and observer of the probation of many wills affecting 
children throughout the Midwest and Northwest states. 
Entirely consistent with the greater attention given by 
the State to property rights as opposed to rights of the 
person, careful and tedious attention is given through 
judicial process to safeguarding a child's material in-
heritance. On the other hand, the selection of the 
guardian of the person is, practically speaking, a per-
functory and casual matter. It is not an exaggeration 
to say that the guardianship of the person of a child 
is almost an afterthought to the guardianship of the 
estate. While there is an elaborate process of safe-
guarding the estate of a child, through such methods 
as an investigation of the ability of the candidate to 
assume the guardianship responsibilities and periodic 
accountings to the court for V1e status of the estate, 
it is very seldom that any procedures are utilized for 
the selection of the guardian of the child's person and 
to review his performance. The nearest of kin re-
siding within the jurisdictional boundaries of the court, 
regardless of age, infirmities, conflicting responsibilities, 
religious affiliation, or even interest in the child's wel-
fare is granted the guardianship of the person, unless 
there is strong evidence to indicate that this would not 
be in the child's best interests. And since the merits of 
the next of kin are seldom investigated, the child's need 
for secure, capable, and spiritually competent parents 
is often in jeopardy. In only a very small number of 
states is it legally possible for the parents of a child to 
select a person or agency who could act in their stead 
in the event of their deaths; in the rna jority of states, 
_ this prerogative is reserved to the discretion of the ap-
propriate courts. 
Other present day characteristics of our society nega-
tively affect the performance of the baptismal sponsor, 
in those instances in which he is given to feel that his 
responsibilities extend beyond the "prayerful only" 
category. The degree of geographical mobility in mo-
dern America is something which is fearful and amazing 
to behold. Over 10% of our citizens change their 
county of residence each year, and a high proportion of 
such changes involves major moves from one area of 
the country to another. Such mobility is not only geo-
graphical in nature.; it has marked implications in 
terms of inter-personal relationships particularly for 
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those of a spiritual kinship nature. 
It is only human that we are most concerned about 
those person-to-person agape relationships which are 
immediate and personal, that is, "at hahd"; and to be 
less so regarding individuals with whom we no longer· 
share a direct and sustained fellowship. When this 
factor is taken into account together with the legal 
realities noted above, it becomes clear that the "aid and 
counsel" functions have (and apparently will) become 
less and less · capable of implementation. The escape 
clause, to wit "as much as in you lies," therefore be-
comes the dominant article of the. sponsor's charge, since 
the charge except for prayerful considerations has be-
come relatively impossible of execution. 
Thus while the proportion of children who are or 
may become orphaned in our present society may be 
appreciably less than that of the Medieval and Reforma-
tion periods, there are actually fewer safeguards avail-
able to such children now as compared with the dis-
tant past. As we have seen, the development of law 
and the growth of social institutions has not filled the 
void left by the withdrawal of the office of the baptismal 
sponsor to relatively exclusively prayerful concerns. Or 
to view the problem from a different perspective, the 
conscient ious Christ ian parent of the 20th Century who 
takes into account the possibility of his " premature" 
death has even less gmunds for confidence and securitv 
than did his forebem·s regarding the spiritual well-
being of his issue. 
Toward Revitalizing the Office 
The writer is by no means suggesting that the office 
of baptismal sponsor has no present meaning or validity 
in the Church and society of the 20th Century. To the 
contrary, it definitely has worth and purpose even if its 
exclusive province is that of prayerful concern and in-
tercession on behalf of a child, whether or not he is 
bereft of his parents. But we must face up to the 
implications of two inescapable conclusions. In the 
first place, baptismal sponsorship today does not and 
cannot meet the same essential needs that the office 
met for our spiritual predecessors. Secondly, a void 
does exist presently due to the contraction of the of-
fice and the interference of the State in the proper 
exercise of our responsibilities for the children of the 
brethren. 
The writer possesses neither the spiritual nor the 
intellectual equipment to offer a comprehensive solu-
tion to the problem. Certainly, one basic issue must be 
settled before any solution can be attempted. It is ob-
vious that the Church cannot in the interests of its own 
integrity continue to offer a "dead form" to which a 
sponsor is expected to subscribe out of tradition, but 
which at the same time he is in effect excused from per-
forming in toto. In short, the Church must either 
bring its talents and strength to bear in such a manner 
that the sponsors will be able to fulfill their vow in its 
entirety, or the Church must modify and revise the 
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sponsors' charge so that it will conform to the present 
day expectations of the office. 
In complete confidence that the Church will choose 
the first alternative, some partial answers suggest them-
selves. Some positive signs are already on the horizon 
in this respect, although they have thus far been piece-
meal, unrelated, and by no means universal. Some of 
our Lutheran pastors are holding pre-baptismal con-
ferences which are somewhat akin to pre-marital coun-
seling sessions. In these conferences, which include 
both the parents of the child to be baptized as well 
as the sponsors which have been chosen, the sponsor's 
vow is reviewed in all of its implications. It is felt that 
an earlier preliminary step would also be of assistance. 
It would be well for our pastors, as soon as they become 
aware of the pregnancy of one of their members, to 
meet with the husband and wife before the birth of the 
child and assist them in selecting sponsors who would 
have the qualifications necessary to fulfill the vow. 
Also, the practice on the part of many of our Lutheran 
pastors to focus one of their sermons annually on the 
sacrament of Baptism and its implications affords an 
additional opportunity to stress the work and role of 
the sponsor. 
However, the problem cannot be attacked and re-
solved solely on the level of the individual congregation. 
As described above, the sponsor in certain of his func· 
tions must act within the framework of the law. It is 
therefore strongly recommended that the legal ramifica-
tions of the role of the sponsor be given careful and 
professional attention within each state. Within the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the administrative 
level at which this most logically should be done is that 
of the District. As the writer would envision it, the 
responsibility for such a study would naturally fall upon 
the District Welfare Committee or its equivalent, if such 
exists. Within those Districts which do not have such 
a committee, the task should be assigned to some stand-
ing committee rather than to a special committee or 
board. Since all fields of legislation are in a constant 
state of flux, continuous attention which only a stand-
ing committee can provide should be given to the role 
of the sponsor. 
Through its intimate knowledge and awareness of 
the legislation affecting the role of the sponsor within 
the state or states within its geographical area, a Dis-
trict Committee would be in a position to carry out the 
following important responsibilities: I) to determine the 
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extent to which if any, under existing laws parents may 
arrange for the baptismal sponsors for their children to 
assume the role of guardians of the persons of their 
children; 2) in the event tha·t existing laws either pro-
hibit or negatively affect the ability of parents to choose 
the guardians of the persons of their children, to deter-
mine what type of legislation could create the proper 
type of climate in which sponsors could effectively oper-
ate; 3) to clarify the extent to which, if any, either by 
judicial precedent or by statutory provisions the factor 
of "religious eligibility" described earlier in this essay 
does exist; 4) where necessary, to suggest appropriate 
legislation or social action which would take the reli-
gious needs of the child into account; and 5) to fully in-
form our ministers and lay people of the committee's 
findings for their appropriate action. There is ample 
and suitable precedent for this since, in Luther's word's, 
"the Church must show the prince how to bear the 
sword." 
With reference to the factor of geographical mobility 
and its effects upon the sponsor-child relationship, a few 
comments are also in order. It is not suggested that the 
choice of a sponsor should be restricted to those who 
have a biological relationship to the child. Yet, it 
might be in order for the pastor to suggest to parents 
whose situations necessarily involve greater than aver-
age geographical mobility that they might focus pri-
marily upon suitable sponsor candidates from among 
their own blood relationships. Such parental groups 
would include those in which the father is in the armed 
forces on a career basis, in the managerial class of a 
large corporation, or in the profession of the ministry or 
teaching. It goes without saying that a biological link. 
between sponsor and child would tend to counterbalance 
the factor of geographical separation. 
While the former practice of selecting middle aged 
or elderly sponsors for a child is certainly on the wane, 
as is the practice of in effect conferring on "honorarium" 
upon a relative by selecting him as a sponsor, the 
Church and the C~ristian parent must constantly be 
on guard against a restoration of such faulty practices. 
In summary, the thurch must certainly act now to 
"sanforize" the duties of the sponsor. It is up to us as 
Christian individuals and as a Church to develop the 
necessary resources and techniques so that the wise and 
inspired provisions of the sponsors' vow may be ful· 
filled in their entirety. 
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Democracy and the Public Schools 
BY w. ARTHUR BOGGS 
Associate Professor of English 
Portland (Oregon) State College 
Nowhere in my rather desultory reading on the sub-
ject of "What is Wrong With American Education: 
Elementary, Secondary, and Higher" which has so filled 
the American periodical press in the past few years 
have I come upon any article which has touched upon 
any phase of one of our more pressing problems in the 
public elementary and secondary schools: the lack of 
any real democracy within the faculties of these schools. 
The public elementary and secondary schools have been 
damned and defended for progressive education, for 
professional education requirements for teachers or for 
the lack of them, for the democratic attitude or for the 
lack of it in the classroom, for their salary schedules, for 
teaching of writing and reading, and for their teaching 
of the bases of science and mathematics, but nowhere, 
as far as I know, has anyone asked a most pertinent 
question: "What is or should be the place of the 
teaching faculty in the organization and administration 
of our public elementary and secondary schools?" 
In our institutions of higher education - more par-
ticularly our colleges and universities as distinguished 
from our junior colleges - democratic faculty partici-
pation by means of faculty committees, senates, and 
meetings of the whole faculty has permeated the whole 
structure of organization and administration, particu-
larly in regard to faculty welfare, research, curriculum, 
procedures of teaching, the issuing of grades, the main-
tenance of standards, and even to some degree to the 
standards for promotion, tenure, and salary. It is true, 
of course, that the charters or board policies give the 
chief administrators of most of these institutions broad 
and autocratic powers. However, it is equally true that, 
as our college and university system has developed in 
this country, most administrators in most institutions 
have subscribed to the democratic process so prevalent 
in the European universities upon which our system of 
higher education, with vast and significant modifica-
tions, has been modeled. Few college or university 
presidents have dared enforce the autocratic powers 
vested in them. Very few have been successful when 
they did so dare. Most college and university presi-
dents gladly subscribe to and support a system of demo-
·cratic faculty action in those matters most important to 
their faculties in the performance of their instructional 
duties. The ideal has been and is to hire competent 
professors and to vest in each of them practically com-
plete charge of the classes he teaches and in the pro-
fessors collectively the making of decisions about poli-
cies and practices which most directly affect the faculty. 
12 
In the institutions of higher education, the democratic 
process is far more than a facade and an illusion. 
Built-In Authoritarianism 
Although school boards and superintendents of public 
elementary and secondary school systems have also been 
vested with broad and autocratic powers under the laws 
of the states in which they operate, vastly different from 
that in the colleges and universities has been the organi-
zation of these school systems. First of all, the faculties 
of these schools have been systematically indoctrinated 
with a persuasive educational philosophy to which al-
most all members must give lip service if not real alle-
giance; arguments can occur about the interpretation 
of doctrine,- but a teacher scarcely dares to reject the 
doctrine in favor of other first principles which are, per-
haps, equally valid. Thus from the very beginning that 
scintillating argument and persuasion over educational 
theory and practice which is constantly occurring in the 
colleges and universities, an argument which continually 
renews and enlivens the college professor's teaching, 
seldom occurs in the public schools: all is reduced to 
almost a dead, even level. 
Even th(,l)ugh public school teachers are presumed 
competent when they are hired, systematic and contin-
uous indoctrination programs in the form of faculty 
meetings, workshops, all-county institutes, professional 
conventions, and compulsory education courses narcotize 
individual speculation and the democratic process: those 
in blinders lead the blinded. Of course, there is the 
answering argument from some of these teachers and 
most of these administrators that they have faculty com-
mittees investigating every phase of the curriculum, 
proposing the adoption of textbooks, working on salary 
schedules and recommending tenure policies, investi-
gating and recommending procedures for pupil disci-
pline, and that they have regular faculty meetings in 
whiCh there is free discussion and voting upon most of 
the issues proposed. But how free are these faculty 
meetings? How many public school systems have faculty 
constitutions which define the methods and limitations 
of faculty legislation, the limits of faculty prerogative, 
and the procedures by means of which the faculty may 
make its desires known and adopted? Who appoints 
the committees: the faculty's peers in the form of a 
committee on committees, or the administration? 
What or who guides the committees in their delibera-
tions: self-guidance based upon an examination of 
sound, just principles or some supervisory administra-
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tive assistant? How often has an elementary or second-
ary school faculty risen up in revolt and voted down 
policies repugnant to it no matter how dear they might 
be to the school board or to the administration, a 
course of action which college faculties have taken time 
and again? Who prepares the agenda for these meet-
ings, the administration or the faculty? In the colleges 
the agenda are generally prepared from material sub-
mitted by faculty committees; in the public schools, the 
material comes almost altogether from the administra-
tion. In sum total, public school faculty meetings are 
almost altogether a means whereby the administration 
makes its wishes known to the faculty. Exactly the op-
posite is true in the colleges: the college faculties make 
their wishes known to the administration. 
Let us visit for a moment a meeting of a college scho-
lastic standards committee, the committee which adjudi-
cates students' petitions concerning scholastic deficien-
cies and which recommends policies concerning the 
grading and marking system (passing grades confer col-
lege credit, a failing grade confers no credit, and a 
mark indicates that a student has either not completed 
the work of the course or that he has officially with-
drawn from it). After some students' petitions for re-
moval of suspension have been approved or denied 
according to just and equitable principles which the 
committee has instituted from its years of experience 
with the task, the committee turns its attention to the 
study of a problem which has been referred to it by the 
faculty senate. The administration has been concerned 
about the rather low GPA (grade point average) in the 
college. The F's and D's seem to be out of proportion 
to the number of A's and B's, and the number of C's 
seems to be disproportionately large. Before the meet-
ing, the committee has requested test data from the 
counseling office which clearly indicates that many 
of the freshmen, who seem to be the ones particularly 
affected by GPA difficulties, are somewhat below the 
general average of college intellectual ability. Some 
members of the administration have tentatively sug-
gested that a six point grading system might be helpful 
with two kinds of C's, a high average and a low average. 
.The first argument advanced against a change of this 
type is that it would be most expensive as all of the 
forms in use at the college would have to be changed. 
But there are still more serious arguments to be ad-
vanced against a change in the grading system. First 
of all, many students transfer from college to college, 
and no registrar at any other college would know how 
to evaluate a transcript containing two types of C's; the 
college registrar would be the recipient of i~numer­
able letters which he would not know how to answer. 
The crowning argument against the change is that it 
might well endanger the accreditation of the colleg¢ 
with the accrediting authorities. The committee agrees 
to return the proposal to the faculty senate with a do 
not pass recommendation. Fortunately, after listening 
to the arguments advanced by the committee, the sen~tte 
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is almost unanimously in agreement with the commit-
tee's recommendation. The administration continues 
to be concerned with the low GPA in the college, but 
it cannot force the faculty to institute measures which 
the faculty thinks unsound. 
The Inconsequential Teacher 
Now let us visit a' high school faculty meeting which 
has been convened for the purpose of considering grade 
cards and the grading system. The administratiop. 
wishes to institute a grading system consonant wir'h 
modern, progressive educational policy. All of t.he 
administrative members of the school staff are pr~ent. 
The discussion begins with the presentation -of the 
"facts" ,by an administrator (the "facts" wo4ld be the 
same if a faculty committee had gathered them because 
an administrator would have suggested the "competent" 
educational authorities for the committee to cq'nsu,l1): 
high school students must continue in school until they 
graduate or are eighteen years old; many of these stu-
dents are not intellectually capable; grades really don't 
measure much of anything anyway; all we want is a 
system which will indicate to the student and particu-
larly to his 'parents the student's state of progress. Other 
schools have found that a grading system based upon 
giving A's for superior achievement, B's for good 
achievement, C's for average achievement or for working 
to capacity, D~s for inferior achievement and not work-
ing to cap,acity and F's for no effo,rt and no achievement 
has solved th problem (please note that the student 
who has very Vttle ability but who works to the limit ot 
his capacity receives a C, but that a brilliant student 
who does far better work than the limited student, but 
work which is still below average, will receive a D). 
Some members of the faculty make half-hearted objec-
tions to the proposed syst,em -:- aren't grades supposed 
to measure achievement as indicated by some type of 
objective standards? - but it is soon apparent that the 
administration has its heart set upon this system, and the 
faculty gives way and votes its approval despite the 
private and usually unexpressed objections of a majori-
ty of the faculty. High school and elementary faculties 
soon learn that they may discuss, but that the adminis-
tration has the last word which it will enforce. Action 
is taken under a semblance of democracy which in 
reality is nonexistent. 
Wh<J.-t is happening in our public schools, then, is 
th~ almost the entire system is being deprived of the 
advice of those who know most about the students and 
the schools - the teachers. Administrative, not teacher, 
action supports the overemphasis given to sports, par-
ticularly team play in which a very small minority par-
ticipate, extracurricular activities such as · all kinds of 
clubs meeting every night in the week and often during 
school time, counseling and student government pro-
grams which take students out of classes at odd and 
often very inconvenient times, and assemblies which 
o(ten result in the cancelling of classes. Two exatnples 
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from my own experience might well illustrate what I 
mean. When I taught English in high scpool, I had 
to schedule my tests upon the school calendar of events 
at least. two months ahead in order to be sure that my 
students would be in class to take them, and even then 
I had to act like a "holy terror" to keep some last 
minute unscheduled event from taking students out 
of class. Now that I am back to teaching in college, 
students who miss tests either have a good excuse or 
fail the course. During the high school football season 
one year, each day except Friday as the class was just 
half over, six of my poorest students, the six who most 
needed the instruction which they were receiving, would 
get up and walk out to attend football practice which, 
for administrative reasons, could n6t be scheduled later. 
Nor copld I fail them, as a college professor most as-
.suredly \ would have, for nonattendance. One of my 
colleagu~s. a teacher of journalism, once found himself 
with three students in his class on the afternoon before 
the paper was due to go to the printer; all the rest had 
been administratively excused to take part in other 
school activities. As he admitted, so few members in 
class was unusual, but to have from one-fourth to one-
half of his class gone on such a day was customary. 
If the American people wish to overhaul their public 
school system in order to be sure that their children are 
academically prepared to cope responsibly with the 
complex problems which are going to face them in a 
complex world, they must help restore democratic ini-
tiative to the teachers in the public schools. The teach-
ing program must cease to be merely an adjunct to the 
administrative program; the administrative program 
must be restored to its proper place as an adjunct to the 
teaching program. Those matters which most directly 
concern the teacher in the classroom must be returned 
to the teachers' control. Constitutions which define 
the duties and prerogatives of the public school faculties 
must be written, approved by the administrations and 
communities, and adhered to. Faculty committees in-
vestigating curriculum, discipline, athletics, school acti-
vities, and all other matters of primary conc~rn to class-
room teachers must be freed of administrative interfer-
ence. Debate and discussion about the school program 
must be free and spontaneous, and very seldom will 
the majority vote of a group of qualified, competent 
teachers be injurious to the academic excellence of our 
schools, although it may not please the administrators 
nor, at times, the public. When curriculum and the 
goals of the teaching program are restored to 
those who know most about them, the teachers, the 
public will have far less justification to complain that 
science, reading, writing, arithmetic, mathematics, and 
history are not being taught or are not being taught 
well, for if I know most public school teachers, ninety-
nine percent of their students would be in the classroom 
doing their assigned work ninety-nine percent of the 
time if they had the controlling voice. 
Of course, schools which follow such a policy might 
lose a few more football games to schools which do not, 
and we might discover some spring that no girl is go-
ing to be elected spring festival princess. 
FOR SOME, BUT NOT FOR OTHERS 
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Heart hungers thrive in populations, 
Not on mountains. 
In lone places, God is company -
More than expected, and, so, lavishly awarded. 
The illusion of company, the illusion of gifts 
Sharpens awareness of poverty. In some 
Boisterous season 
When there is blaring 
Of music, when there are strangers 
Shouldering strangers, 
Then are the lonely served up on square al tars. 
Then is one become pillar with no roof. 
(And Atlas unburdened become more pitiable 
Than Atlas bowed?) 
- BILLIE MEYER ANDERSON 
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The Theatre 
Marginal Notes of a Troubled Traveler- II 
Written in St. Gilgen where Mozart's mother was born 
BY WALTER SoRELL 
Drama Editor 
There is something strange about the much discussed 
"Passion Play" at bberammergau. 
I am not thinking of the Nazi leanings of certain 
members of the cast. Or am I unconsciously? Is it not 
natural to think of it when you see enacted the story 
of Christ and Judas? Schuld! Where does our guilt 
begin and end? Now having been in Germany again 
I felt more than ever before the question of guilt as 
an extremely complex problem. Have I not seen only 
a few years ago upright Americans faintheartedly falter 
in front of the pressures exerted by a McCarthy, look-
ing aside to bear no witness for fear of losing their 
jobs, shutting up when their word was needed as much 
as the courage of their conviction? Where shall we 
draw these proverbial lines between forgetting and 
always remembering, between forgiving and recoiling? 
There is the attempt at erasing from one's memory 
what one does not want to have been true; there is the 
blank stare of the German child for whom Hi~ler is a 
byword of the past whose meaning has been lost while 
it played "Hoppla Hoppla, Reiter!." There is the di-
rector from Berlin who, in hour-long discussions, went 
through all stations of suffering, of bearing the guilt of 
his nation; or the professor from Hamburg who told me 
whenever I met him that, at the age of 12, he de-
nounced his father; or the young man in Cologne who 
begged me to find out how he could become a Jew and 
go far away into the loneliness of the llanos; or the 
veneer of disarming friendliness on most of their self-
satisfied faces - do they hide another volcano? 
If the artistic merits of the Passionspiel did not elate 
me, its concomitant circumstances furnished food for 
thought. I was more often than once struck by the pre· 
vailing perversion of pretense and profiteering that 
went along with this exhibit of art, by its mercurial 
hollowness covered in the cloak of faith and folksy 
artistry going back to medieval times.· ·Although revi-
sions have been made - and others are promised which 
will delete the most offensive passages - the artistic 
validity of the text used remains dubious. 
For eight hours with one intermission the Passion 
Play proceeds in a cumbersome manner, interrupted by 
living tableaux in which ·actors freeze to portray events 
from the Old Testament. Huge masses are moved 
(without being moving), and everyting is tried to point 
up the rel~ntless persecution of Jesus by his fellow 
rabbis. It almost has the effect of a melodramatic pan-
orama of hatred. As in so many other cases, less would 
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have been so much more. 
However, a great dramatic experience remains Hof· 
mannsthal's version of Everyman, das Spiel vom reichen 
]edermann, played in front of the Salzburg Dom. This 
year saw a new staging by William Dieterle who seemed 
to have worked too long in the movies and who tried 
unnecessarily to introduce a few new stage tricks be-
hind which one sought any deeper meaning in vain. 
But, in general, it was a production of style and zest. 
The bells of the Dom, the frightening echo of the calls 
of "Jedermann!," they all were a part of a delightful 
symbolic feast. 
Calderon's "Great World Theatre" is played every 
five years by the inhabitants of Einsiedeln in Switzer-
land a la .Oberammergau. There is hardly any more 
impressive background imaginable than this huge square 
in front of the baroque church of the cloister. Only 
the director, Erwin Kohlund, is a professional man of 
the theatre who beautifully fused the natural setting, 
the facade of the church, with the play about certain 
archetypes and their actions on earth : the king, the rich 
man, the peasant, beauty, wisdom and the beggar. For 
stress and counterpoint, Herr Kohlund used some people 
from the village to fill the space at his disposal and to 
echo words and action of the allegoric figures. 
This comoedia divina opened with the windows of the 
church being slowly lit and the voice of the "Master" 
coming to us out of the Church. The "World" is called 
upon to unfold its play before Him who, in the epilogue 
with its final judgment, turns into the Saviour. The 
"Law" sets the rules for our transient being with his re-
frain: "Do right, and God will be with you!" Calderon 
gave expression to the idea that everyone must play his 
part in the world, but, to the modern eye, it seems that 
the drama of our existence is, in its oversimplification, 
predestined by the individual's status. We know 
in advance that the beggar will pass his test with flying 
colors and t~t the rich man will be condemned forever. 
As a drama, therefore, it has less appeal than the "Every-
man" written a hundred years before Calderon was born, 
simply because we cannot easily identify ourselves 
with types. 
If, nevertheless, the Calderon play in Einsiedeln be-
comes a unique experience, it is due to its visual totality, 
its strong effect as a ritual. It is theatre reduced to its 
origin, to a festive ceremonial. As if to stress this im-
pression, the public rose and joined the chorus on stage 
in the linal hymn praising the Lord. 
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From th.e Chapel 
From the Heart of a Pastor 
Bv THE REVEREND KENNETH R. ScHUELER 
Assistant Professor of Religion 
Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Illinois 
I thank God for you Christians at Philippi whenever I think 
of you. My consta.nt prayers for you are a real joy, for they 
bring back to my mind how we. have worked ,together for the 
Gospel from the first. I feel sure that the One Who has 1begun 
His good WQrk in you will go on developing it until the Day of 
Jesus Christ. I 
It is only natural that I shoU'Id feel like this about you all -
you ·life very qear -to me. For during the time. I was in prison 
as well as whbn I was out defending and demonstrating the 
power of the Gospel we shared together the grace of God. God 
knows how mu~h I long, with tho deepest Christian love 'anJ 
~I.tectilm, for your companionship. My prayor for you is that 
you may have still more love - a love that is full of knowledge 
and wise insight. I want you to be -able to recognize the highest 
and the best, and to live sincere and blame~less lives until the Day 
of Jesus Christ. I want to see your lives full of true goodness, 
produced by the power that Jesus Christ gives you to the praise 
and glory of God. 
- Philippians 1: 3-11 
Saint Paul's letter to the Christian congregation m 
Philippi reads like a love letter. There is in it a pro-
found sharing of joy and concern such as always charac-
terizes people genuinely in love. And well might the 
relation of the Apostle to his congregation be described 
as a "love affair," for it mirrored the love of the heaven-
ly Bridegroom, Christ, for his bride, the Church. To 
change to another biblical image: as Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, is to his flock, the Church, so Saint Paul felt 
toward the Philippian Christians. He was their pastor; 
pastor means "shepherd." Only one who knows and 
lives under the love of the chief Shepherd of the Church 
can be an under-shepherd leading, feeding, sacrificing 
himself in love for the lambs and sheep entrusted to 
his care. 
The text reveals that is from the heart of a true under-
shepherd of Jesus Christ. St. Paul understood the mean-
ing of the pastoral ministry and that ·is why he wrote 
to his congregation as he did. He had learned by the 
Spirit the concern Jesus has for the Church. Jesus 
never forced himself upon any one. With infinite 
compassion and regard for men's freedom he simply 
confronted them so their lives would be open to re-
ceive the grace of God he proclaimed and to do the 
truth he disclosed. This was the Apostle's way with his 
congregation. He did not command their faith with hid-
den persull$ion, eloquent words, or intellectual bril-
liance. He preat:he.d to them the good news of the 
saving Word and Deed of God in all of its glory and 
..scandal. That was the only evangelistic technique he 
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knew or ever employed. Utterly humble about his own 
service, he trusted the Holy Spirit would use the Gos-
pel preaching to create faith and new being in his hearers. 
Still, the wise pastor knew the satanic barriers that 
stood between the preached Word and commitment to 
the Word. Therefore he prayed for those to whom he 
preached. His prayer was a joyful pastoral prayer for 
the success of his ministry. It began with thanksgiving 
for their fellowship in the Gospel and continued on the 
confident note that "he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ." 
The final .. success of preaching, of course, was not his 
of which to boast. All he could do as a good minister of 
Jesus Christ was to be faithful to his calling as a servant 
of the Word .. God alone would prosper his ministry and 
give it increase. But this fact did not prevent him from 
petition and intercession for his beloved congregation. 
He wanted them to be filled with the highest grace 
God bestows - the gift of love. Moreover, he prayed 
that this love should be wise and discerning love en-
abling the Philippian Christians to have a right judg-
ment in all things. Thus equipped they would choose 
the more excellent way of godliness and virtue to the 
praise and glory of God. This prayer is one every 
pastor, if he is a true shepherd of the flocks, prays 
for his congregation. How often this prayer has been 
prayed for you by your pastors here or at home you ma-y 
never know. But it should be great joy to know that 
those who bear responsibility for you are praying in 
your behalf. Is it too much to ask that you should be 
thankful for faithful pastors, and pray and intercede 
for them? 
Even more impressive is that your pastors pray with 
such deep concern for your development. What greater 
blessing could anyone ask for you than that "your love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, 
and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruits of righteousness ... "? 
These blessings may seem naive and unsophisticated 
as they come from one who watches for your soul. To 
some they may sound like the expression of piety which 
you have long, or more recently, outgrown. Pious 
blessings they may be, but never outgrown or outdated. 
You who are here in the search for excellence ought to 
understand more clearly than many another the need 
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for knowledge and discernment as indispensable means 
for choosing and approving what truly belongs to ex-
cellence. 
One of the aims of pursuing an education must sure-
ly be the acquiring of a critical spirit, a faculty for mak-
ing right decisions and free choices. The age of con-
formity in which we live and move desperately lacks 
people with courage to be independent, liberated from 
the pressures which mould individuals in the interest 
of preserving security for the group. Middle-class 
mediocrity may seem to many the safe way to live. It 
holds hope to those who will accept it of neutrality in 
politics, peace of mind in religion, escape from the 
prophetic element in art. 
But the uncritical mind soon surrenders to flabbiness 
of ease and ultimately ends in despair. The loss of 
all hope is the inevitable consequence of failure to per-
ceive that life is commitment. No man can be human, 
and no man can be a Christian without declaring him-
self, without personal decision. Unless we abandon be-
lief that we are moral creatures, we shall have to accept 
the necessary risk of making choices which either justify 
or condemn us before God and society. To be prepared 
for this responsibility we need grave seriousness and 
heroic daring to follow the truth wherever it leads and 
whatever the cost. vVe need also the profound wisdom 
to recognize the truth when it confronts us. With new 
fervor the Church must pray the ancient collect for -
Whitsunday: 
0 God, who didst teach the hearts of Thy 
faithful people by sending to them the light 
of Thy Holy Spirit, grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in all things and ever-
more to rejoice in His holy comfort; through 
Jesus Christ. 
Always the knowledge and discernment for which we 
pray for one another in the Church, must proceed from 
abounding love. That means our judgments will be 
humble, forgiving, compassionate ones -- judgments that 
serve life rather than destroy it. We must acquire the 
wisdom to distinguish between regimentation and an-
archy, between slavery to custom and false personal 
freedom, between indifference to wrong and the use of 
injustice to set things right. Only the Spirit of God 
can teach us that way of excellence. 
He can teach it in no other way than through the 
proclaimed and sacramental Word which is Christ. We 
can learn it in no other way than to confront the love 
of God revealed in the Incarnation, Cross, and Resurrec-
tion. 
For when God's love is received in trust and faith, 
then we shall be conformed to the mind of Christ. 
And the mind of Christ will transform us into wise and 
obedient servants of him whose excellence is perfect, 
whose grace alone is freedom, whose foolishness is 




- - -- By G. G.----
Dear Editor: 
Well, one week ago today I became a grandfat_per for 
the first time in my life and I am sti ~l trying to get used 
to it. The baby's name is Homer, after his father, and 
Schtunck, after Pamela's fami ly, but everybody says he 
looks like me, which I guess means he hasn't got any 
hair, ha ha ha. 
We're going down for the Christianing in a month or 
so, so maybe I can tell you more about him after that. 
The Schtuncks, of course, had to go high-tailing it 
down there as soon as they heard about it. I suppose 
they will load him with all kinds of useless presents and 
try to win him over to their side of the family . I just-
hope they don't spoil him like they spoiled their daugh-
ter. 
I think I will have Homer's old bedroom fixed up -
maybe put a train set in it and a hobby-horse and a 
trampoline. Homer and Pamela like to travel in the 
summer time, which is not too easy when you have to 
drag small children around with you, so they could 
just drop the boy off here in the summertime and pick 
him up again when they get back in the fall. And that 
way he could get acquainted with both sets of grand-
parents, too. It's only a little more than 250 miles 
from here to Seward, which it would not be too far· 
for the Schtuncks to drive maybe a couple of week-ends. 
Mulling over this business of being a grandfather I 
couldn't help thinking how times have changed. When-
ever I think of my own grandfather I remember a 
grumpy old man who looked like he wasn't long for 
this world. But figuring it out, I guess he must have 
been a couple of years younger when I was born than 
I am now. I guess maybe we eat better nowadays, or 
something, anyway I fee l as young as I ever did and 
there's nothing wrong with me except a little middle-
age spread that I could take off in a few weeks if I 
ever set my mind to it. 
I was going to say something about the elections this 
time but you only become a grandfather for the first 
time once. Anyway, the truth is that I didn't vote. I 
figured that I sure cpuldn't vote for that Catholic boy 
and if I didn't vote for Nixon maybe he wouldn't win 
either and then we could really do something with 
Barry Goldwater in 1964. Meanwhile I sure hope there 




-The Fine Arts 
Why Build? 
--------------------8 y A D A L B E R T R A P H A E L KRETZMANN 
Albrecht Duerer, as early as 1506, in a commentary to 
accompany the picture of the architect which we repro-
duce herewith, asks: "What questions confront every 
Christian artist when he has a commission to fulfill?" 
Surely it must be this: how can I bring to expression, 
with the means at my disposal, out of nature itself, that 
strange power which will bridge the gap between the 
ordinary and natural materials and the supernatural in 
which I believe so firmly? How can I create something 
symbolic, which will be truly significant for something 
spiritual, yes, even divine? How can you express the 
human-divine and divine-human dealings with the chil-
dren of men? How can you help people see what is di-
vine and free the art object from being constantly earth-
bound? How do you help people realize that some of 
the things you present as an art form have a one-time 
historical significance, but have a kind of a continuing, 
mysterious, ever-present quality. for the true believer? 
Paul Tillich has said that "space is our most valid 
symbol for God." Somewhere, and somehow, the new 
architect must again recapture space, not outside and 
far away, leading to the confusion of religion with drift. 
ing and dreaming, but in great areas which are rich 
and strong and high with the loftiness of revelation it-
self and warm with the intimacy of the love of God 
Himself. 
The architect for the Christian Church bears the ob-
ligation of witness and proclamatio1;1 in an undeniable 
way. Better that he should refuse to build a church than 
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to debase the art of building for God to the measure-
ments which men impose by their cupidity or bluntness. 
Better by far to do nothing than to deny Him who does 
everything. 
In this philosophy, the architect-builder will find that 
simplicity has a dignity all its own and communicates 
richness even as it proclaims directness. 
Light and dark, the movement of the sun around the 
building and, therefore, into it, are all important. The 
comfort of the people who are to find God within the 
space enclosed by him must be a part of the witness of 
the man's faith and of his understanding of worship 
needs in quietness and serenity. The opposites of forms 
and surfaces must lend a steady upward movement to 
the feeling of the soul as well as to the sight of the eye. 
When the answer has been given to: "What is a~e?" 
or, "What is wonder?", then perhaps some genius mind 
will be able to write, authoritatively, a specification for 
a church which says everything that cannot be put into 
words and diagrams - everything that has never been 
blue-printed before. 
Until then, the architect-builder, and the ofttimes too 
eager cleric, will have to have numberless meetings to 
talk about many other things before they will have 
opened up between them the channels of communica-
tion which are at once so easy and so difficult. It is like 
being very much in love - there is no way of expressing 
its full splendor but it has a way of manifesting itself 
which is undeniable. 
robert charles brown 
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The Music Room 
Pergolesi - Who Died Too Young 
-----------------------------8 y W A L T E R A . H A N 5 E N 
Some composers who died young reached a wonder-
fully high degree of maturity in their writing. One 
wonders how much more they would or could have 
achieved if they had lived longer. 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, one of the greatest of 
the great masters; was a little less than thirty-six years 
of age when deatp put an end to his amazingly fruitful 
career. No one can deny that his compositions reveal 
extraordinary maturity. But would this quality~ ha'<C 
become even greater if more years had been added to his 
life? I have often speculated about this, even thfo gh it 
is almost impossible to conceive of works more aturc 
in every way than Mozart's jupiter Sympho y, his 
Symphony in G Minor, his Requiem, and much of his 
chamber music. 
I frequently have similar thoughts about ~rederic 
Francois Chopin and Franz Peter Schubert. Antl I be-
lieve that Felix Mendelssohn, admirable exemplar of 
facility and refinement that he was, could and would 
have added many cubits to his stature as a creative artist 
had he not died shortly before his thirty-eighth birthday. 
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi, a fabulously gifted Italian 
composer, was only twenty-six when consumption put 
an abrupt end to his life. He was born in 1710. He 
died in 1736. His education in music had been excel-
lent, and it had not taken him long to acquire remark-
able skill in the art of composing. Pergolesi's unusual 
proficiency as a violinist had led to numerous engage-
ments to play at carnivals, and this activity had con-
tributed much to his extensive acquaintance with the 
folk music of his country. He had rare ability as a 
melodist. Although scholars have recently discovered 
that some compositions formerly ascribed to him were 
not from his pen, the quality of the music known to 
have been written by him is so high and bears so many 
evidences of unmistakable maturity that one has every 
right to name him among the masters.· If death had 
not claimed him at an early age, he could have devel-
oped into a composer as great as the mighty Giuseppe 
Verdi, who became almost ninety years old. 
I am writing about Pergolesi primarily because he 
bequeathed to the world an exceptionally fine example 
of sacred music. It would be wrong to classify his 
Stabat mater, which he completed a short time before 
his death, as a work for the church. But this master-
piece does belong in the domain of sacred music. Every 
student who digs and delves in this field should be-
come acquainted with the composition. Pergolesi's 
Stabat mater teems with beauty and power. 
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Just as this remarkable gifted young man's La serva 
padrona marked an important advance in opera, so his 
setting of the Stabat mater, which, like innumerable 
other masterpieces, called forth both condemnation and 
praise at the time of its first performance, has come to 
be recognized as an uncommonly significant contribu-
tion to sacred music. Naturally, it is a Roman Catholic 
work; but any musician who automatically and in-
voluntarily turns up his nose at what Roman Catholic 
composers have achieved really has no right whatever 
to be called a musician in the true sense of the word. 
Think, for example, of sacred works composed by 
Palestrina, Ludwig van Beethoven, Joseph Haydn, and 
Franz Schubert. 
The La~in hymn titled Stabat mater dolorosa was 
written in the thirteenth century by Jacopone da Todi, 
a Franciscan monk. In 1727 it was included in the 
Breviarium Romanum. This poem is used at the 
Festival of the Seven Dolors of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(Friday after Passion Sunday) and on September 15. 
Palestrina wrote two settings of the Stabat mater. 
Some of the other composers who set the poem to music 
were Orlando eli Lasso, Haydn, Gioacchino Rossini, 
Verdi, and Antonio Dvorak. Although Pergolesi's 
Stabat mater is not what Roman Catholics and many 
others would call music for the church, it is intensely de-
votional in character. Like the settings by Verdi and 
Dvorak, it is a work for the concert stage. Rossini and 
Verdi, you know, could not dismiss the theatre from 
their minds. Dvorak did not win widespread fame as 
a composer of operas. His setting of the Stabat mater 
is a concert work. The music which Lasso and Palestri-
na wrote for the poem is characterized by nobility and 
exemplary purity of style. 
Pergolesi's Stabat mater - for soprano, alto, and or-
chestra - is presented with impeccable skill in a re-
cently issued recording (Archive Production 3091). 
The artists are Margot Guilleaume, soprano, and Jeanne 
Deroubaix, alto. Matthieu Lange is the conductor, and 
the Suedwestdeutsches Kammerorchester takes part in 
this ideal performance. Carl Gorvin is at the positive 
organ. 
Some Recent Recordings 
JOSEPH HAYDN. Stri•ng Quartet No. 72, in C. Major; No. 
74, in G M~nor (The Riders); No. 57, in G Major; No. 65, 
in B Major. The Amadeus QuaJ1tet. Lucid and stylistically 
impeccable readings of chamber music by a great master of 




BOOKS OF THE MONTH 
RELIGION 
THE RIDDLE OF ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
By Jaroslav Pelikan (Abingdon, $4.00) 
The first sentence of Dr. Pelikan's Riddle 
reads, "Can :a Roman Catholic be .a loyal 
President of the United States?" The rid-
dle of Roman Catholicism appears M this 
point to be no larger than the nature of 
Jack Kennedy's possiblle political actions 
and d~sions in the White House. 'How-
ever, regrettable though such concentration 
of poli-tical and religious energies may be, 
it is one of the stages through which the 
Roman . Cfoolic enigma must pass in 
American life in order to clarify itself -
for others as we:H as for itself. In this 
area the cumulative record of a candi-
date's ahswe.rs, declarations, d enials, vot-
ing records, etc., adds something significant 
to our understanding of the riddle in Ameri-
can public life, and we may be more cor-
rect in such instances in following a candi-
date's rnan·euvers during a televised de~ 
bate rather than in studying papal pro-
nouncements or The Riddle of Roman 
Catholicism. 
Yet the persistent religious issue simply 
emphasizes ' ~he importance and value of 
Dr. Pelikan's book. Because he has suc-
ceeded in giving an interpretation which is 
both "sympathetic and critical," he de-
serves to be read by the interested layman, 
by the theologian, and b y the politician. 
On many questions he does not presume 
to give ·an answer, but regarding political 
candidates he urges •that individuai merit 
be the criterion: "Membership in the 
R~man church does not disqualify, and it 
does not qualify, a man for public office. 
If he is qualified, I may vote for him, 
even though both of us may be Roman 
Catholics." (p. 106) We presume that 
Dr. Pelikan would continue to asse•rt this 
even though there are dearer signs of the 
emergence of something like a "Roman 
Catholic vote." 
Whenever one is considering a living, 
historical organism such as the Roman 
Catholic Ohurch he may weH be appalled 
by the vastness of his task. Dr. Pelikan 
possess the historical understanding neces-
sary to illuminate contemporary problellllS. 
Here •the image is clear and is consistently 
focused on the relevant subjects. But the 
contemporary institution presents a much 
more difficult problem and the image- here 
cannot always be caught so sharply; fine 
distinctions depend on whether one has in 
mind "some Roman Catholics," "many," 
"all," "a few," "most," etc. Selection and 
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accent a re aU-important here : for example, 
one may feel impelled to refer to -the dis-
torted and reprehensible when he is fully 
aware that there are counter-forces of un-
certain numbers, insight, and enthusiasm to 
belie what he has just asserted. Dr. Pelikan · 
is fully aware of these dangers in a volume 
designed to encourage dialogue between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. He ad-
mits that no enumeration of factors or 
events can provide an adequate presenta-
tion of complex historical phenomena ( p. 
22 ). While aJttempting to be both "realis-
tic and -faithful" he is well aware of the 
need to live in this area, too, on the for-
giveness of sins, with the prayer that one's 
merest adjective which may evidence a lack 
of charity or lack of resolution ·in his grasp 
of the truth may be forgiven. H e presents 
his study, like life in marriage or in a 
divided church, in the words of the fJook 
of C ommon Prayer, "reverently, discreetly, 
advisedly, soberly, and .in the fear of God." 
H e has succeeded very well in achieving a 
balanced view of many phenomena which 
arc usually presented from a one-sided 
view, as, e.g., when he_ points to Mary's sig-
nificance for Christ and her significance 
as prototype of the Christian believer, or 
when he repeatedly examines the differing 
proportions of both identity and univer-
sality. 
There are several areas, however, in 
which the reviewer would suggest that 
more darity might ha ve been achieved~ 
Perhaps a more carefu-l description and 
a ppraisal of Roman Catholicism in present-
day France and Germany, for example, 
might have shed considerable light both on 
what American Catholicism is and could 
become. To be sure, ·his task ca.Jls for 
illumination of the American scene, 
but he is not concerned solely with the 
United States. The same church body 
has developed along surprisingly different 
lines in these countries, and in view of the 
coritinual influx of new ideas, emphases, 
and interpretations by the orders and clergy 
from the continent ·the thought and practic:! 
of these countries is most significant. 
This may have meant, e.g., that his 
strictures on the level and qua:Jity of Roman 
Catholic preaching might have been tem-
p ered by the inV!uence of Father Jung-
mann's kerygmatic ·theology both on the 
continent and in -this country. This signi-
ficant development has ~influenced depart-
ments of practical theology in many semi-
naries and represents an element which 
Protestants, too\ s~ould study ~eriously. 
Something similar might be sai4 for the 
reformation of Roman Catholic catechetical 
instruction. The new German, French; 
and American catechisms actually reach 
millions of young people e-ach year and 
deserve to be studied very carefully by 
Protestants both for their method and new 
content. ~ 
This reviewer cannot follow Dr. Pelikan 
in his agreement with Gerhard Ebeling's 
interpretaJtion of the dogma of the assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin. Though the 
dogma does provide an anchor for the doc-
trine of the church it is probably deriving 
too much from the argument to say that 
"The worship of Mary makes ·it permissable, 
without making it obvious, for the church 
to be transformed from the place of worship 
to the object of worship." A similar asser-
tion on the same subject a few pages later 
appears to place Roman Catholic ecolesiolo-
gy - even with its identification of obedi-
ence to Christ's authority with obedience 
to the authority of the church - in too un-
favorable ·a ligh·t, "Hence it can be and 
must be the object of reli-gious devotion and 
loyalty." It appears that Roman Catholics 
would be justified in denying the implica-
tions invulved in such "religious devotion 
and loyalty." 
But no doubt one of Dr. Pelikan's rea-
sons for carrying certain of these theologi· 
cal arguments to their logical conolusion 
was •that he might stimulate the restudy, 
the reconsideration, the retreats, and, pos-
sibly, reunion for which we are all still 
bound by the Lord of the Church to work 
and to pray. Such work and prayer will 
require the utmost honesty and integrity 
in restudying and in presenting one's own 
oonV'ictions and in receiving the convic-
-tions of our R'oman Catholic brethren. 
Though the understanding will not come 
easily and though the dialogue· may re-
quire many centuries it is -good to have 
the impetus •and encouragement of Dr. 
Pelikan's Riddle. 
WHAT'S THE ANSWER? 
By Otto E. Sohn (Concordia, $1.50) 
\ 
For several years on of -the most popular 
features of The Lutheran Wit-ness has been 
Professor Sohn's "What's the Answer?" 
column. Questions ranging all the way 
from profound theologioai concerns 1to neat 
problems in casuistry have appeared in this 
column and Professor 1Sohn has undertaken 
to answer them from a background of many 
years as a parlsh pastor and a seminary 
professor. 
P~ofessor. Sohn i~ at his best when he is 
dea:Jmg Wl~h trou~led hearts and con· 
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sciences. To such questioners his answers 
are always gentle, constructive, and wannly 
evangelical. On questions of church cus-
toms and usage he ~tands Jirmly for the 
traditional Lu~eran insistence upon free-
dom wi.thin the bounds of charity. On 
ethical questions (e.g., the propriety of so-
cial d•ancing) he takes a conservative posi-
tion which is no longer the only permiss-
a:ble position within the church. On ques-
tions relating to the Bible and Old Testa-
ment problems his answers ·reflect a funda-
mentalist theology. 
No one, perhaps, will be ailtogether satis-
fied wi•th aJI the answers that Professor 
Sohn gives. But it is hard to see how any-
one could fail to be impressed by the ob-
vious earr./estness with which. Professor 
Sohn has sought to give God's answer to 
the wide range of questions that have been 
addressed to him. 
GENERAL 
THE LEARNED MEN 
By Gustavus S. Paine (Crowell, $4.7 5) 
This admirable account of the trans-
lators of our 1611 English Bible is the ·last 
work of a novelist-journalist-Professor of 
English who died in 1958. At times a little 
dry, this 212 page account is faithful to 
documentary sources; presumably it does 
not draw too freely upon imagination to 
supply missing details. Human interest 
enlivens the numerous thumbnail sketches 
with ·anecdotes and recorded idiosyncrasies 
of the forty-eight known schol>ars who are 
officially listed in the British Museum 
data, to whom nine are herein added with 
reasonable proof. Such sensational 17th 
century goings-on as the Gunpowder Plot 
by Guy Fawkes and the my&tery surround-
ing the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury 
form a welcome intedude. We glimpse 
some of the still existing notes made by 
committee member John Bois of Cambridge, 
and use •the only other material evidence 
still vaiolable (in the Bodleian Library), 
name y thaJt copy of the Bi·shops' Bible 
with a,rginal notes .for suggested chan$es 
inked n. 
I tll'nk a .good translation comes ohiy 
t least two persons are engaged 
- a linguist to provide literal 
meanin s that are etymologically sound 
plus a skilled writer to create rhetorical 
cadence and style- By its continuous in-
fluence, as everyone knows, the famous A V 
(which label I prefer to KJ) is indeed the 
noblest monument of English prose and 
.free verse. Significantly Mr. Paine com-
ments, 
These learned men were for a fresh 
Bible, and as scholars .they were also 
for Hebrew, Greek, and English, for 
a working union of tongues. Sometimes 
jealous of each other, in the ma~~me·r 
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of scholars at ·all times, they kept their 
; conflicts subject to their basic aims, 
which were broadly at one. 
This book's biographical and historical 
analysis is aptly named, for this is a discus-
sion about scholars - minor writers who 
did superb sharing of lesser literary talents 
in order to create a Protestant masterpiece. 
"These learned men were more than aloof, 
cloistered saints. Though versed in ·tongues, 
they were also just folks." Theirs was no 
mechanism equal to the sum of its pacrts, 
but a whole greater than all! Special de-
tail is accorded to the three main compa-
nies of translators: respectively the West-
minster, Oxford, and Cambridge groups, 
each subdivided into O.T. and N.T. ex-
perts. 
Beginning with the celebrated merting 
at Hampton Court in 1604 when Puritan 
Dr. John Rainolds proposed the new ver-
nacular attempt, author Paine takes us 
through the years to 1611 when despite 
all else the project was finished. Not only 
were Roman Catholics and Anglicans at 
odds, but the Puritan strife already was 
rending England ; yet by God's will, such 
varieties of theological opinion did manage 
to cooperate here. Stylistic unity, more-
over, presumably was achieved for the total 
work by one of the two general editors, Dr. 
Miles Smith, after a final review and re-
vision by a subcommitttee of six experts. 
11hough it never received official sanc-
tion by any ecclesiastical body, the enter-
prise gained esteem and headway from 
the authorization by King James I which 
had been g·ranted, ironically, · in behalf of 
achieving political (and only incidentally 
religious) stability in his realm. Could this 
ulterior motive possibly be the reason be-
hind the slow re.ception at first whereby 
the A V had to struggle to displace its 
predecessors? "Perhaps, when we read 
Scripture, we do not want the tempo of our 
own times." Other Elizabethan and Jacobe-
an attempts at Bible translation are today 
merely curiosities. "Indeed, one reason 
the King James Bible lasts is that it gives 
us freedom to differ, affording us counter-
thoughts to rub against ooch other." As 
the today-forgotten Preface observed: 
And what can the king command to be 
done that will bring him more true 
honor than this? 
U"'DERSTAND1NG JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 
By Lee R. Steiner (Chilton, $3.95) 
For more than a decade there has been 
a steady and frightening rise in delinquency. 
ThB United States Children's Bureau re-
ports that in 1959, for the eleventh consecu-
tive year, delinquency cases significantly 
jnc;_reased over the previous- yea{s, and this 
increase was greater than tht> rise in the 
child population. 
Delinquency experts predict that by 1965 
in the United States, 2,500,000 juveniles 
will be picked up by the police, and 
1,000,000 of these will appoor before our 
juvenile courts annuaolly. It is further 
esti~ated that more than half of these de-
linquents will eventually become inmates 
in our prisons for adults. 
These statistics and predictions are alarm-
ing. However, even more disturbing is the 
nature of a great proportion of the delin-
quent acts of young people. They engage 
in vicious attacks upon innocent citizens, 
malicious destruction of property, and inter-
gang warfare. 
Although a number of individuals, 
groups, and communities have attempted 
for many years to eradicate or even lessen 
this social-iUness appreciably, it remains in-
creasingly acute. Perhaps society should 
re-examine some of its current thinking 
about preventing delinquency and search 
for another approach to ·combat this com-
plex sociaf ' problem. 
Here we have a book, written by a psy-
chologist, which presents the many various 
aspects of the delinquency problem. The 
author points out that there is confusio~ 
concerning the definition of delinquency, 
the extent of delinquent behavior, causal 
factors, therapy, and prevention. All too 
often, a confusing array of claims is made 
that this one thing or some other single 
factor is responsible for delinquency. Con-
seque-ntly, some one or other one-sided su- · 
perficial approach with emotional appeal 
is used to combat this problem, but with 
negative results. 
As a staff member at the Institute for 
Juvenile Research and other public correc-
tional agencie-s as well as a consultant in 
private problems, the author has encount-
ered varied unlawful juvenile behavior and 
conditions contributing to delinquency. She 
uses case illustrations effectively to ~emon­
strate how adverse factors in the home and 
the community and how physical, mental, 
and emotional handicaps in children have 
resulted in unlawful activity for some chil-
dren. 
In her wide experience the author visited 
courtrooms, detention homes, and reforma-
tories and observed judges, probation offic 
cers, psychologists, and pyschiatrists in their 
attempts to rehabilitate juvenile offenders. 
In most instances she regards them inade-
quate to provide the needed therapy and 
prevention. 
The author clearly shows that delin-
quency covers many conditions which var)' 
greatly in cause, severity, duration, and 
emotional disturbances which underlie 
them. The central theme of this treatise 
emphasizes the need for basic scientific re-
search to understand delinquency causa-
tion anti to provide effective treatment and 
pre'lentive measures. 
There is a great deal of valuable informa-
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tion in this book, and it holds one's interest 
throughout. The publisher's announcement 
describes this volume as "a brutally frank, 
hard-hitting book ... one that cannot fail 
to enlighten educators, social workers, law 
enforcement officers, and - above all -
parents." This reviewer also recommends 
it as required reading in all juvenile de-
linquency courses. 
ANTHONY S. KUHARICH 
NAME AND ADDRESS 
An Autobiography by T. S. Matthews 
(Simon & Schuster, $4.50) 
The inside story of operating conditions 
on top-flight American magazines, among 
other reminiscences, makes this book good 
reading. 
The contrast I felt between the New 
Republic and Time was a contrast be-
tween scholarly, distinguished men and 
smart, ignorant boys. The New Re-
public did not exist primarily to call 
attention to itself; it had the nobler 
motive (or so it seemed to me) of 
trying to recall Ame-ricans to their 
better senses. The New Republic was 
a failure. And what was Time up to? 
As far as I could see, Time simply 
wanted to succeed, to get bigger, to 
get all the re-aders it could collect by 
exhibiting its bumptious, impertinent, 
adolescent self. After it grew up ... 
but I couldn't imagine Time growing 
up. 
The reader will sense throughout this 
apologia such a poignant clash repeatedly 
between journalistic ambition on the one 
hand and professional literary competence 
on the other. In twelve uneven chapters, 
here is the self-revealed managing editor 
at work; he happens to be a man little 
known to the public but highly honored 
among his colleagues, who moreover is 
also a part-time man of letters as poet and 
novelist. 
I add another direct quotation because 
of Tom Matthews' lively prose style with 
specific feelings of a sensitive book reviewer. 
Book reviewing was not regarded as a 
full-time job. Nevertheless, I found 
:it a fairly large order. I read, on 
average, about eight books a week, and 
reviewed about five. . . . I managed 
to keep my weekends free by crowding 
aH the reading into the first three days. 
I wrote my reviews on Thursday, took 
my copy in to the office on Friday, 
often finishing a review on the train. 
. . I read every word of the books 
I reviewed. 
A TREASURY OF POEMS FOR 
WORSHIP AND DEVOTION 
Edited by Charles L. Wallis (Harper, 
$4.95) 
The arrangement of this book is its one 
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unusual feature. Many similar volumes are 
on d)e market, good ones too; but here is 
a meditation-inciting and prayer-instilling 
sequence of twelve categories on God, na-
ture, and man's spirit. One has to examin•! 
the groups in detail to appreciate their 
range, appeal, and serviceability, enhanced 
by a multiple index of titles, first lines, 
poets, special days or occasions, and sub-
ject's. 
Mr. Wallis is a hardy perennial in assem-
bling this kind of resource book for minis-
ters and others interested in private ' devo-
tions: ten cognate anthologies are credited 
to him. A cermin unevenness of quality, 
however, is natural in the attempt to find 
nt'IW ways 'Of saying the old, even obvious, 
but always neglected truth. Thus the 
Donnes, Herricks, Audens, and Eliots of 
great literary style have to coexist in this 
collection alongside ephemeral writers by 
the score. And yet, rescued as they are i11 
this manner from the fleeting magazines, 
who knows but that Wallis may be an angel 
unawares, preserving a worthy though 
humble expression of heavenly insight !or 
posterity? -
I read critically for one special emphasis, 
and must express regret that among 460 
poems the definitely Christian examples 
are comparatively few. True, one section, 
"Thou Crystal Christ" (the phrase is from 
Sidney Lanier) does honor our Redeemer 
- with a mere thirty-six selections. Else-
where an occasional lyric recognizes the 
divinity of Jesus. Why should this kind of 
opportunity, without becoming sentimental, 
not include a much higher percentage of 
Christian prayer-poems when English liter-
ature affords so many? As an interested 
student of this very problem, I intend to 
remedy the deficiency soon. 
THE LIFETIME READING PLAN 
By Clifton Fadiman (World, $3.75) 
Every so often someone publishes :t 
guide to great literature, past and present. 
Clifton Fadiman has presented us with yet 
another of these. Although the author 
claims that "There is no magic in the 
number," The Lifetime Reading Plan con-
tains an even one hundred entries. Sec-
tion No. 1 takes up people like Homer, 
Plato, Sophocles, and Marcus Aurelius as 
"The Beginning." Under "Plays" appear 
only Shakespeare, Moliere, Goethe, Ibsen, 
and Shaw, making this area seem a bit 
scant. The most •lengthy category is "Nar-
ratives," which contains a collection of 
authors ranging from Bunyan to Thackeray 
to Undset. We also have "Philosophy, 
Psychology, Politics, Essays," "Poetry," 
"History, Biography, Autobiography," and 
"Some Contemporaries." Entry 100, un-
der "Miscellaneous," is The American 
Treasury, selected, arranged, and edited by 
Clifton Fadiman. 
As suggested by the title, the reading 
in this book is to cover an entire life span. 
The author does allow for freedom of order, 
saying in his introduction that books can 
be read (and also reread) in reverse order, 
section by section, or as individuals. The 
guide is supposed to appeal to readers of 
many ages over many years. 
Mr. Fadiman's ·book is a reference type 
of publication. The short article for each 
author or W'Ork, consisting of brief infor-
mation about the author and time of writ-
ing, and perhaps naming a few characters 
from the book, is apparently intended to 
arouse a reader's interest. More and bet-
ter information can usually be found in a 
literary handbook, though. Of course, his 
main intention is to present an organized 
list of materials which the reader can test 
and supplement at will. The question is, 
does the naturally inquisitive reader need 
a list of "good" works set before him? 
Also, may not the wi:hling but not so in-
quisitive r/ader-- be tempted only to such 
a list and either become discouraged or 
never go beyond it? 
Perhaps the most useful feature of The 
Lifetime Reading Plan is the bibliograph-
ical section at the rear. Here, for e-ach of 
the entries in the front, are listed one or 
more available editions (frequently paper-
back and frequently inCIXpensive). As 
further suggestions, there is a list of ma-
terials about the various writers and their 
works. Again, however, this information 
can often be found elsewhere. 
One final comment must be made about 
Fadiman's complete omission of Eastern 
literature. Beeause such classics "light no 
fire inside me," he simply names two 
books dealing with Oriental literature and 
lets it go at that. In the Western area 
the coverage is extensive, including mention 
of good translations of foreign authors. 
But even then one must ask, was there 
··cally a need for this guide? 
STEPHANIE UMBACH 
OUR AMERICAN FOLKLORE 
The increasing interest in popular ah-
tiquities irr our now 50-starred land has re-
cently become relatively stabilized in print-
ed form. In more than soft music and. 
sweet words, some carefully-made studies 
today present this ephemeral subject with 
directness, reliability, and commendable ap-
peal. Also, folklore reshaped by the literary 
personality is avoided (see my September 
1958 Cresset review of Folklore in Ameri-
can Literature, ed. John T. Flanagan & A. 
P. Hudson.) 
Without a preface or any introductory 
comment, the Dictionary of American Folk-
lore by Marjorie Tallman (Philosophical 
Library, New York, 1959, $5.00) settles 
down to work immediately a!fter the title-
page. This book is competent but not 
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brilliant; it fulfills expectations as a quick-
refere-nce work for the average reader, but 
disappoints anticipations of the would-be 
learner. Its terse entries often remain 
loosely general; for instance, under Friday 
Superstitions the obvious Friday and Fri-
day the Thirteenth explanations occur, yet 
possible cross-references to (what are found 
elsewhere on this subject) Hanging Day or 
Launching Ceremonies are lacking. Con-
versely, the entire entry designated Amish 
Customs says: see Avoiding, Ascension Day, 
Throw Over the Fence. 
Evident are the enthusiasm and energy of 
compiler Marjorie Tallman - about whom 
I am unable to find information. Of course 
it is difficult to decide what to omit when 
the subject affords such a God's-plenty to 
draw upon. Without pretending to be 
exhaustive, the estimated nine hundred en-
tries riinge ftom the world of sports, comics, 
and communications all the way to geo-
graphic, occupational, and anthropological 
items. A useful thumb-nail, engrossing 
collection of native allusions, legendar)' 
references, folk-say, quaint verbal associa-
tions, and bold comparisons! 
Have you noticed that wheneve-r anyone 
speaks of folklore, there is often a chuckle 
accompanied by a knowing, sly wink, or 
instead there may follow an academir., 
semantic analysis? Perhaps the teller i& 
more to blame than the tale! At any 
rate, particularly as known in America, 
folklore when handed down by word-of-
mouth is handled freeJy and creatively, un-
reflectively, by those who keep such things 
alive. This vitality is colorfully apparent 
in the current se-ries of illustrated articles 
"The Folklore of America" which is being 
published sporadically in Life magazine. In 
this oral heritage we see and hear ample 
variety, and can sense a never-ending 
supply especially in the multiverse of our 
United States. 
Is there any system applicable in identi-
fying and classifying quality lore? Cer-
tainly we have alre-ady too much of the 
. quantitative kind. Amateur collectors will 
find a helpful, brief guide included at the 
end of a popular paperback treasury of 
lively, old-time lore, American Folk Tales 
and Songs (Signet Key book KD340, New 
York, 1956, 50¢) compiled by Richard 
Chase, with forty-four drawings plus fifty 
pages of music. More detailed suggestions 
can be gleaned in the chapter "How and 
What to Collect" in Levette tf. Davidson's 
A Guide to American Folklore (University 
of Denver Press, 1951, $2.00). When 
something reawakens memories of half-
forgotten songs or stories, singing and 
counting games or dance figures, or even 
a bit of dramatic dialog that comes from 
unpublished and pre-ferably unwritten, 
handed-down sources, what is that moment 
happening may contribute immeasurably tc:> 
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the future culture of our nation if it be re-
corded! 
For a systematic approach to this fasci-
nating and comprehensive topic I -recom-
mend a very rocent volume in The/ Chicago 
History of American CivilizatY>n series, 
namely American Folklore (University of 
Chicago Press, 1959, $4.50) by Richard 
M. Dorson, at present Professor of History 
and Folklore at Indiana University. Here 
is an entertaining and scholarly account of 
native Ame-rican oral traditions, in a style 
at all times relaxed in spite of attempted 
authoritative tone. ItseLf a reliable writing, 
it will (soon, I hope) become more useful 
when its companion volume, an integrated 
anthology of readings, is published. Its 
Table of Motifs and the Bibliographical 
Notes give an accurate account of the best 
reference works in English and pave the 
way for further study in the are-as opened 
by each of eight chapters. At present there 
is no better survey organized to follow the 
broad sweep of Uncle .Sam's history through 
the Colonial period, the rise of folk humor 
1780-1825, the development of regional cul-
tures, the contribution of immigrant lore 
and the negro, a gallery of folk heroes, cli-
maxed by a surprising montage of modern 
Big City, college student, and Gl materials. 
Best of all, 
Mr. Dorson is careful to define what he 
me-ans by "folklore." By showing us 
what we can learn by examining 
American Folklore in his specific sense, 
Mr. Dorson helps us separate out what 
he calls "fakelore" - which inSJtead of 
originating as anonymous tradition, is 
concocted by particular individuals, 
usually for profit. . . . To grasp the 
elusive expe.rience of living people and 
their spoken words, we have to free 
ourselves from cliches that are really 
not folklore at all. 
HERBERT H. UMBACH 
FICTION 
ARE YOU HUNGRY ARE YOU COLD 
By Ludwig Bemelmans (Wor-ld, $3.95) 
Are you sick are you tired of the after-
maths of the Second World War? Then 
Mr. Bemelmans' newest novel will only 
confirm your horror •at the effects of love-
lessness on the human animal. In Are You 
Hungry Are You Cold, the author has cre-
ated a young heroine who tells the story of 
·her life during and immediately after the 
war in such a matter-of-fact, ostensibly- in-
nocent tone of voice that the reader is 
nearly persuaded to give he-r his sympathy. 
Her father, a colonel in the French army, 
is an efficient career soldier who has no 
time for his children. Her mother is of 
Spanish nobility, a stranger to mother-
love. The girl and her brother Hugo find 
their only friends and the barest beginning 
of love among servants and soldiers; from 
these unl.ikely playmates the children learn 
independence as a kind of law-of-the-jungle 
sufficiency, their admiration is roused by 
actions which, if not always cruel, are at 
least always selfish or irrational. Besides 
this, they also acquire an astonishing com-
mand of barrack-room profanity. Under-
neath everything in the children's lives is 
nothing: no morality, no standards of de-
cency, no a.ttempt to formuJa:te any con-
cept of either. 
And yet, no sympathy but a missionary's 
could endure the incidents which follow this 
poor-dear-little-lambs begjnning. The hero-
ine is never rehabilitated, her ethics never 
change; instead, she flourishes in an en-
vironment of gratuitous crimes and mis-
demeanors. In her progress through a 
pair of convent schools - where she has 
been sent to be broken, ·as one breaks a 
horse - she uses all her brilliant curses 
on a Mother Superior, sets fjre to a storage 
barn (in an escape attempt), tries to se-
duce a young priest by appearing naked on 
her balcony while he reads prayers in the 
garden below. Outside the confinements 
of school, she helps murder an infant by 
squeezing its skull, tries to brain her father 
with a flowe.rpot, becomes an expert at 
knife-throwing and makes several enemies 
her targets. She finds love at last with 
a childhood playmate who has had his 
face half shot away in Indo-China, de-
claring her love for him only minutes after 
he has threatened to put a bullet in her 
brain. 
So there is a happy ending after all. 
Even the long parade of grotesque events 
in the girl's story might be forgiven, if only 
she had some judgment to make of them. 
But there is the real horror of the book, 
and the temptation to compare Mr. Bemel-
mans' heroine with anothe.r young love-
seeke-r of contemporary fiction, J. D. Sal-
inger's Holden Caulfield, is thwarted by the 
absen1:e of moral comment. Holden knows 
what he detests, almost knows what he 
wants. The unnamed narrator of Are You 
Hungry Are You Cold knows what she 
hates, and is angrily content to leave it at 
that. The moral, if one has .to be pro-
duced, is clear enough: It is cold without 
love, and where it is cold the cool ( neu-
rotic?) young daddy-o's of our time grow 
and flourish. 
R. ·C. WILSON, JR. 
A SUNSET TOUCH 
By Moira Pearce (Scribner's, $3.95) 
The popularity of Southern Gothic style 
in literature, in full swing during the last 
thirty years, has recently been increasingly 
challenged by what might be called New 
England Modern. In fiction and drama, 
the South is inhabirted by .faithful colored 
retainers, by malodorously decayed aristo-
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crats principally engaged in the more gaudy 
types of sexual aberrations, by shady, obse-
quious, flinty storekeepers, and by share-
croppers of scarcely human intelligence or 
living stand·ards, whose experiences are 
merely squalid. Of late, authors would 
have us believe that many a small New 
England town is swarming with members 
of the middle class (both upper and lower 
- a full set) whose extra-marital sexual 
activities are considered with wry amuse-
ment by themselves, and tolerant under-
&tanding by friends and acquaintances. 
A Sunset Touch is New England Mode.rn. 
Many of the characters in this first n!)vel 
are occupied either primarily or adjunctive-
ly with some phase of art, which naturally 
exempts them from the normal standards 
of conduct - whatever they are. There 
are representatives of the professions; wives 
(one . as deadly as a black widow spider) ; 
others; on the whole a decent lot. How-
ever, some of t<heir actions .are best ex-
plained by a phrase borrowed from Holly-
wood: they can resist anything except 
temptation. 
While sophisticated sin is just as inde-
fen~ible as the cruder variety (indeed, it 
can approximate depravity more nearly), 
there's no denying that a certain relief is 
afforded the reader. With the change from 
corn likker to Manhattans, from that at-
mosphere of murky violence among the 
magnolias with which we are all too familiar 
to one of gentle sunshine among the maples, 
from degeneracy to dalliance, from brutish-
ness to articulateness, accompanying delin-
quencies appear no more appealing, but 
definiteJ y less appalling, in print. Their 
high rate of incidence is Sltill somewhat 
implausible. 
If that were all that could be said for 
A Sunset Touch, its mention might better 
be omitted from these columns. But, al-
·though too much onion in the stew makes 
it a little difficult to distinguish the flavors 
of the other ingredients, they are there in 
rewarding variety. 
Mrs. Pearce takes a &mall group of peoplP. 
who are past the zenith of life, and attempts 
to show how St'nescence affects them men-
tally, emotionally, socially, economically, 
PRELUDE CHORALE 
october, be my prophet to enunciate 
crisp promises in this lion-drenched month 
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of mists. october walk thru these 
tired eyes scraping purple in an agony 
of ambuscades. we are weary 
seeking discovery 
few yet will find. 
we are the savage, 
taloning flesh, 
but born to fresh visiOns 
rinsed thru the mind. 
october, be our prophet and sound out 
this infamy of h ';!art. cold autumn, 
walk your heat of prints thru us, draining, 
yet drinking our scarlet, drilling your 
slaughter, until, like tired children 
in a room of darkness, we clasp our toy 
of moon, and suck down night air 
with breathing, slow gasps 
of unencumbered peace. 
- HARLAND RISTAU 
and of course·, physically, inevitably in-
cluding illness and death. Her accomplish-
ment is extraordinary. Characters in her 
book are as unmistakably individuals as are 
any twenty people of your acquaintance. 
The author's wit is sharp as a scalpel, yet 
she possesses the compassion which is an 
attribute of every true artist. Humor, 
ranging from mild to outrageous, is here in 
abundance, for Mrs. Pearce has an uncom-
mon flair for that juxtaposition of incon-
.gruous elements which is the basis of all 
humor. She uses . language wiJth precision 
to differentiate not only different emo-
tions, but shadings in quality an:l intensity 
of the same emotion. In certain details, 
her accuracy is absolute; as in the descrip-
tion of a woman's sudden anguish and re-
bellion at the medical treatment •adminis-
tered her dying mother. There is one bit 
of tragedy in the book. It is real; it is 
memorable. 
A Sunset Touch demonstrates writing 
talent of enviable quality. 
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Sights and Sounds 
A Travesty on Religion 
--------------------------------------------------------------------8 y A N N E H A N S E N 
I read Elmer Gantry for the first time soon after it 
was published. This was in 1927. I read the book 
again a few weeks ago. Sinclair Lewis' scathing attack 
on organized religion and fundamental religious teach-
ings had always seemed to me to be his least distin-
guished literary effort. A second reading has served 
to strengthen this conviction. 
Thirty-three years ago Elmer Gantry evoked heated 
controversy. There were critics and readers who hailed 
it as a 'brilliant and penetrating satirical study; others 
condemned it as the vituperative outpouring of a morose 
and bitter man. The excitement subsided after a time, 
and the book was largely forgotten until the announce-
ment that a motion picture based on the novel was to 
be made awakened new interest. 
The screen play Elmer Gantry (United Artists, Rich-
ard Brooks) actually presents only one episode in the 
hectic career of the charlatan who posed as a man of 
God. And even here the script does not always follow 
Mr. Lewis' text. Burt Lancaster portrays the irreverent 
and loquacious drummer-turned-evangelist with fine 
skill. Jean Simmons, Arthur Kennedy, and Dean Ja!!ger 
are highly effective in important supporting roles. The 
crowd scenes are exceptionally well done, and the entire 
picture is packed with color and action. I am sure, 
however, that many viewers will be genuinely distressed 
by the irreligious manner in which religion is presented 
in Elmer Gantry. One can only speculate as to the ef-
fect the film will have on individuals who have no firm-
ly rooted religious convictions. But it seems to me that 
both the ' book and the motion picture lack the force 
and the persuasiveness to influence, much less to change, 
the beliefs of mature persons. 
. Psycho (Paramount, Alfred Hitchcock), based on a 
novel by R obert Bloch, can only be described as grue-
some and extremely nauseating. Here horror is piled 
on horror in a calculated effort to baffle . and shock the 
audience. In every way Psycho falls far short of Mr. 
Hitchcock's best efforts. I was about to say that this 
is not a fi lm for children. I shall amend this to state 
that no one will be profited in any way by exposing 
himself to such trash. 
Pollyanna (Walt Disney; Buena Vista, David Swift) 
offers a refreshing change from a seemingly endless 
succession of undesirable film releases. The novel 
Pollyanna, published by Eleanor Porter in 1913, sold 
more than a million copies in a few years an<!, in addi-
tion, was made into a successful stage play and into a 
popular movie. So great was the impact of Miss Por-
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ter's heroine that the word "Pollyanna" has become a 
part of our language as a synonym for "a blindly opti-
mistic person." 
No doubt many adults have itesitated to see the film 
Pollyanna because they feared that they might be sur-
feited with a large dose of treacle. I am happy to report 
that Pollyanna has been made with such good taste and 
restraint that it has appeal for every age group. In 
sampling the reaction of three generations I found that 
the eldest generation was charmed by the excellent re-
creation of a bygone era and by the superb acting of a 
brilliant cast. The middle generation enjoyed early 
twentieth-century costumes and decor, the fine acting, 
and the well-made script. The teen-agers and the eight-
year-old were""way out." No one was bored by this fine 
family picture. Hayley Mills, the thirteen-year-old 
daughter of John Mills, the famous English actor, makes 
an impressive debut in the title role. 
The Lost World (20th Cenutry-Fox) bears little re-
semblance to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's imaginative ad-
venture story. 
The Time Machine (M-G-M) skillfully brings up to 
date H . G. Well's intriguing tale of wonder and ro-
mance. 
Hell to Eternity (Allied Artists), based on the real-
life story of a Marine hero of World War II, presents 
a telling account of the tragedies of war. 
All the Young Men (Columbia) is less successful either 
as a war movie or as a plea for racial tolerance. 
Ocean's 11 (Warners), The Bellboy (Paramount), 
Strangers When We Met (Columbia), Portrait in Black 
(Universal-International),All the Fine Young Canni-
bals (M-G-M), and Let's Make Love (20th Century-Fox) 
may be written off as mediocre film fare in spite of big 
names and glowing publicity blurbs. Surely every 
thoughtful person must deplore the utter lack of sound 
moral values in these films. 
The theatre lost an inspired writer and the nation 
one of its most distinguished citizens when Oscar Ham-
merstein II died a few weeks ago. But it is safe to 
say that Mr. Hammerstein's memory will remain fresh 
and vivid as long as his delightful lyrics are a part 
of the American scene. 
A new season is under way on TV. A fine new series 
of news program designed to cover the world scene has 
been underwritten by the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company. This is an extension of the outstanding 
Eyewitness to Histm-y series sponsored by this company 
last season. 
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A Minority Report 
A Bright Young Man 
By VICTOR F 
On October 8th last, the AFL-CIO of Indiana held 
its annual Third Congressional District Conference on 
Political Education at Mishawaka. 
The delegates to the Conference discussed a variety 
of subjects, all political as is to be expected at this time 
of the year: taxes, mental health, labor legislation, 
health and welfare, education, consumers' prices, and 
religion. 
A variety of people discussed these issues with the 
delegates: state representatives and senators, labor lead-
ers, clergymen, educators, businessmen, farmers, and 
housewives. About four Lutheran laymen and lay-
women were present. The writer of this column was 
the only Lutheran clergyman present. 
Another disturbing note was presented to the conference 
dist Church, introduced a disturbing note, a required 
note nonetheless: "I have been talking to the church 
about the labor movement. I have told the church 
about the role and the needs of the people in the labor-
ing movement. But it is also time to talk to the labor 
movement and its people about God and the church. 
We are living in an age of crass materialism. It is time 
to take the slogan on your dollar bills seriously, more 
seriously than clle dollar itself, namely, IN GOD WE 
TRUST." 
Another disturbing note was present to the conference 
in a clause from the Washington Kiplinger Letter (Oc-
tober l, 1960) which was shown to some of the delegates: 
"Now it is clear that we have a recession to work with." 
Disturbing notes to the contrary, the COPE meeting 
reached a high pitch with an address by the congressman 
from the third district, John Brademas. 
Mr. John Brademas of South Bend is a man of many 
talents. He speaks and writes well, has the poise and 
understanding necessary to find his way through the 
many value conflicts in our political system, and with 
kindness and forgiveness forgets the very evil parts of 
human conflict. In his very short life, Mr. Brademas, 
a hard-running and elusive bachelor, has sold insur-
ance, taught political science at a girls' school, and has 
taken an active part in some rather important political 
campaigns. 
This man is forthright, honest, articulate, pleasant, 
well-dressed; quietly respectful and equally as deter-
mined 
Among other matters, he raised the following factors 
for discussion in his speech. 
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Setting sail on foreign policy, he remarked that the 
present administration's foreign policy has been rather 
disconcerting. Not too long ago Khrushchev and com-
pany had been invited by Ike and company to tour the 
United States. While Henry Cabot Lodge and others 
were Mr. K.'s genial hosts, Mr. John Kennedy was de-
livering a speech in Rochester, New York, on the gen-
eral theme of "let's not be lulled into complacency." 
Brademas cited the headline of the South Bend Tribune, 
ordinarily not a Democratic paper: "Blunders benefit 
Reds." The question: why didn't they at this time 
run to the kitchens to fight Mr. Khrushchev? (We have 
a lot of discussion ahead of us before we can decide 
who is soft on communism. It would help if people in 
high and low .places would find out what communism is 
and what the nature of the threat is before they sound 
of£!) 
He also cited some comments from CIA Director 
Allan Dulles: "Russia will increase its role in industrial 
production double that of the United States by 1970. 
That will pull the United States down even with Rus-
sia." For us, that may be looked upon as retrogression. 
Moreover, if our FDR intelligence services broke 
down at Pearl Harbor, whose broke down in Cuba and 
Latin America? 
While Nixon was suggesting a lid on foreign policy 
while Mr. K. was in the United States, Nelson Rocke-
feller was disagreeing with Nixon on this subject in a 
Michigan speech. Said Brademas: "This is only to 
emphasize something Robert Taft said in 1951: 'Those 
who preach the doctrine of censorship on any criticism 
of foreign policy, the stopping of politics at the water's 
edge, can be dangerous people'.'' · 
In domestic policy, he emphasized education: "In the 
field of education, we are short classroom space and 
competent, qualified teachers. Matters will grow worse 
in the future. In Indiana, it will be difficult to get more 
money from down-state. We have taken the property 
tax about as far as we can go. Where do we go from 
here?" Both parties have endorsed some kind of pro-
gram of federal aid to education. If we can grant 
federal aid to school construction, we can use such aid 
for increases in teachers' salaries. If we can subsidize 
industry with defense contracts, we can grant federal 
aid to education. 




"All the trumpets sounded for him on the other side" 
-PILGRIM'S PROGRESS 
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KRETZMANN 
LITTLE THINGS 
At this season and latitude each year life slowly be-
gins to move indoors ... Day after day the wind from 
the North is a little colder, doors open and close more 
quickly, and the house becomes a haven from the grey 
rain sweeping down the street . . . From the window 
over my stairway I can see only one leaf on the maple 
still wait,ingly patiently for the weight of the snow ... 
Students dash from one lecture to another, their heads 
bent against the wind, as if they were eager for more 
knowledge ... One could, I imagine, build a good case 
for the idea that all important thinking and learning 
in ~he history of man has to be done in latitudes far 
enough from the equator to allow for these days of 
cold winds and sudden rains, the perfect companions 
of warm libraries, fires on the hearth, and books under 
lamplight ... Since the present is unfriendly and dark 
in the world as well as in my town, it is easier, in fact 
almost imperative, to turn to the past embalmed in the 
silent books alo~g the wall ... From now until March 
life will be bounded by walls and closed doors, by 
snow and quick darkness . . . 
These, then, are the days and months of little things 
that may be great ... There is only an occasional 
glimpse of the world beyond the door, the frosty nights, 
the wheeling stars, greater in number than on the murky 
nights of summer ... The present enters only when I 
turn the knob on the box at one end of the room or 
when at 5:30 in the afternoon a dull thud near the front 
door announces that our newsboy is still able now and 
then to throw our local gazette with some degree of 
accuracy ... More often, by the way, he, too, has been 
affected by the law of supply and demand ... There 
was a time before Hitler when my paper, day after day, 
would land squarely on the porch ... lf . it did not, 
my link with the outside world embodied in a small 
boy would dismount from his bicycle, muttering and 
mumbling, and rescue it from whatever corner it had 
landed ... Now, however, in the consciousness that he 
belongs to a rare species and that many of his compan-
ions"'have been promoted to soda jerking and clerking 
in Miller's Grocery, he tosses my paper in the general 
direction of my house with contemptuous abandon 
. . . it may land in the scrubby bushes at the corner or 
in t'he middle of the walk, and I must hunt for it as 
I once hunted Easter eggs in far and better days ... It 
is possible, of course, that the present arrangement is 
better for both of us . .. It creates a balance between 
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our resp~ctive tasks and there may be some ironic value 
in the fact that I must go through a period of hide 
and seek before I settle down in the chair, unfold tlie 
paper, and discover that we do not know what the 
Russians will do ... It has always been difficult to ac-
quire knowledge; that some of the same difficulty should 
now attend the acquisition of additional ignorance 
seems to me to be significant and valuable ... Perhaps 
the knowledge of our ignorance is important after the 
long years in which we knew too much for our good ... 
Sometimes, however, the paper brings something of 
more than negative value ... Yesterday it reminded 
me that on November 19 it will be ninety-seven years 
since a gaunt man with darkness in his eyes stood up 
at Gettysburg and made a speech ... There was irony 
in the occasion on that November day and it has per-
sisted for four score and seventeen years ... Although 
he was President of the United States, he was not the 
principal orator of the day and his words were barely 
heard ... It is one of the great ironies of history that 
his words have now become immortal, an indicative 
and imperative of faith and hope ... 
He began with the words: 
"Fourscore and seven years ago-" He closed, less 
than four minutes later, with the words: 
"That government of the people, by the people 
and for the people shall not perish from this earth." 
There was a burst of applause as he finished; 
but apparently little more than the automatic 
tribute accorded to any utterance of the nation's 
Chief Executive. The benediction was pronounced, 
and the ceremonies dedicating the Gettysburg na-
tional cemetery were ended. 
Abraham Lincoln left Gettysburg depressed, feel-
ing that his address had been a humiliating failure; 
but his words were printed in time in the news-
papers. Some of those who had heard his words 
were haunted by the memory of some of the phrases 
or cadences, quoted snatches of it from memory, 
spoke of it to others as a remarkable speech. 
A little thing that has become great with the years 
.. Held now for a few months in the confining hand 
of winter, I hope to find time to see other little and 
lasting things . . . The pattern of the shadows on the 
wall, the play of firelight on the andirons, the pro-
testing crackling of a new book, the roar of the wind 
from the North, the sound of driving rain ... 
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